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Our Hope 
By Rachel Stevens 


Luke 21:27, 28 


HE men who, with great swelling 
words, 
Unleash the dogs of war 
Cannot delay one flaming dawn, 
Put out a single star. 


They cannot move the purple hills 
That stand so patiently, 

Or strike the glory from the. cloud 
Across the sunset sea. 


They cannot move a hand of Him 
In Heaven upon the throne, 

Who rules the nations with a rod, 
And ever keeps His own. 


They cannot stay the coming back 
-Of God’s all-conquering King; 

Because His promise cannot fail, 
Our hearts look up and sing. 


4 


Unfinished Business 

When our life work is ended, can 
we expect to have “no unfinished busi- 
ness”?. It is a familiar and welcome 
phrase in the minutes of committee 
meetings, ‘but how far should it-apply 


to our activities? There are realms of - 


a Christian’s life over which he should 
be able to write those words every night; 
but there are’ other spheres in which 


it is no discredit to him to leave some 
things unfinished. We ought not to end 
a day with unconfessed sin lying heavy 
on our hearts, or clinging to something 
which. God has been asking us to yield to 
Him. We ought not to be laggards in 


the Christian duty of asking forgiveness | 


for wrongs that we know we have done 
to others. We ought not to be remiss 
in keeping our promises to God or 
others, ahd parents should be particu- 
larly careful to keep their word to their 
children. “Hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick” (Prov. 13:12), and how many 
little hearts are made heavy by broken 
promises! Financial debts ought to be 
paid promptly and with scrupulous care. 
And when the final call comes to us, 
we ought to have finished, as far as lies 
within our power, the special work that 
God has given us to do. But it is a 
different thing when it comes to our 
hopes, our desires, and our godly ambi- 
tions. No one can follow on to know 
the Lord withdut becoming keenly con- 
scious of his own shortcomings, weak- 
nesses, and sin, and without an ever- 


% 


increasing longing to be more like Him. 


‘To the end of his life, any conscieritious 


Christian who knows his own heart will 
be ready to say with Paul, “Brethren, 
I count not myself to have apprehended: 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are be- 
fore, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 3:13, 14).. He will still be 
searching for new nuggets of truth in 
the inexhaustible riches of the Bible; he 
will want to be swifter to hear and 
slower to speak (Jas. 1:19); he will want 
to be wiser and kinder in his dealings 
with others, and yet to have less fear of 
man and more of the love of Christ in 
his heart; he. will want to be more care- 
ful in his use of time; he will ever hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness; and 
doubtless he will have on his mind and 
heart new projects that he would like to 
carry out for God. “But the path of the 
just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day” 
(Prov. 4:18), 
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A Prison Epistle of 1943 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


tor who, during the German occu- 

pation, fell into disfavor with the 
eonquerors and was confined in Fort 
Montlucon for six weeks. He had a 
Bible with him and utilized his time 
in meditation on the First Epistle of 
Peter. This comment was written in his 
prison cell on bits of paper salvaged 
from food parcels and a piece of pencil 
kept by him, contrary to prison regu- 
lations on pain of death. Whenever 
he heard footsteps in the corridor he 
quickly hid his pencil in his mattress. 
In writing he took position in‘a corner 
of the cell so that no spotter, looking 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“And the grace of our Lord was 
exceeding abundant with faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus” (1 
Tim. 1:14). 
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through the little observation hole in 
the door, should surprise him writing. 

These studies are published as writ- 
ten and without revision. Citations from 
the Greek were made from memory. 
This book is, he tells us, like an exam- 
ination paper for which candidates are 
shut up for some eight hours — but here 
for sixeweeks. “Yes, this commentary 
is in all respects a test and its author 
merely a poor candidate for the Kingdom 
of God, fallen into the hands of the 
Great Examiner.” 

“Silver and gold have I none,” said 
Peter on the Temple steps (Acts 3:6), 
but God gave him gold in after life, 
for nothing could be more golden than 
his First Epistle. Monsieur Pury lightens 
it here and there to bring out its bril- 
liance. He is one of those lévers of the 
Word who have arisen in France and 
Switzerland in our time .who, in the 
parched days of American theological 
apostasy, fill us with satisfaction by their 
theological loyalty. He calls attention 
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at the close of his essay to the fact that 
the apostle’s letter ends, aS it began, 
with the gift of peace. This benediction 
is “for all those who hear the Word and 
are in Christ. Let that Word deliver 
you each day from the anguish of being 
in yourselves.” Where else could he 
have found peace in his military con- 
finement? 

I make a few selections from notes 
on the first three chapters of the Epistle 
in this devoutly evangelical book: 


Pass the time of your sojourning here 
in fear (1 Pet. 1:17). The redeemed man 
who knows the price of his ransom, 
who knows what God has paid for his 
liberty, who knows the blood of the 
Lamb, realizes something far above all 
mere gratitude, which surpasses even 
all imaginable joy. He enters into the 
fear of God. “Pass the time of your so- 
journing here in fear.” It is just here 
that we can apprehend rightly the full 
force of that ‘expression which is so 
frequent and so little understood in the 
Old Testament. It is in relation to the 
price paid that we must understand it. 
In the face of the Cross, the redeemed 
is entirely dominated by an unique fear 
and one that abolishes all other fear, 
the fear of disappointing Him whe has 
given us liberty and the fear of displeas- 
ing Him who has loved us so greatly. 

Not fashioning yourselves according 
to the former. lusts (1:14). Do not take 
up again prison habits. Do not allow 
a wall to be gradually built between 
the emancipating Father and yourself. 
Let not death revive in you, but be ye 
holy as He is holy. The life that God 
has given to redeem you is given for 
you to live in. You are not called to 
erect a little holiness beside His holiness. 
It is because He is holy that you are 
enabled to be holy likewise. The Lamb 
is faultless. Put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby (2:2). Ye are born of the Word, 
but ye cannot remain infants nor can 
ye grow of yourselves. This Word which 
has given you life can alone maintain 
and develop it in you. You can live 
only by it; without it you can only per- 
ish. The Christian life is not yours, 
It is the life of the Word, of Jesus Christ. 
“Abide in me, and I in you” (John 15:4), 
Thus the Christian from-the day of his 
birth thirsts for the Word. It is the 
characteristic of his faith, as the almost 
sole function of the newborn babe is 
to gorge his mother’s milk, which con- 
tains all that is necessary for his growth, 
The Christian should grow, not beyond 
the grace which has been given him, but 
in it (2 Pet. 3:18). Let no one think 
that he can dispense with this milk. 
That would be a sign that he was not 
newborn. It is an organic necessity of 
your faith. The Christian who opens his 
Bible by constraint, or as a mere duty, 
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risks becoming one who has failed to 
taste the goodness of the Lord and the 
efficacy of His Word. 


If so be ye have tasted that the Lord 
is gracious (2:3). Among the various 
ways in which the consequences of obe- 
dience are expressed in the Bible, this 
is perhaps the most simple, the most per- 
sonal, the most beautiful. Some may 
be embarrassed by the expression “taste 
his goodness” as a mystical or experi- 
mental one. But why be more apostolic 
than the apostle? There is here cer- 
tainly an allusion to an experience, an 
experience of faith, in the happiness of 
one who has been pardoned and revived 
by the goodness of God. He has tasted 
by faith, as one tastes the Lord through 
the elements of the Lord’s Supper, and 
not by any physical organ. The taste 
that our palate feels of. bread and wine 
is but a symbol of the taste that our 
faith has of His grace, 

That ye should shew forth the praises 
of him who hath called you out of dark- 
ness into his marvellous light (2:9). 
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-This is the final end of redemption, the 


very reason of the Church’s existence, 
namely, the praise of the Lord. All that 
the Ciiurch is, is by the Word of God; 
but also that all it is, is for the Word of 
God. The Church witnesses to what the 
Word has done for it, and this in turn 
is what the Word of God will do for 
those who listen. Thus the witness of 
the Church is the transmission from one 
generation to another of the Word that 
abideth forever. “That ye should shew 
forth the virtues” *(not praises) refers 
not to moral virtues but to efficacies and 
powers, “the power of the Highest.” The 
Church shows forth the living, strength- 
ening, liberating power of His mercy, 
the power which is in the blood of the 
Lamb, the sanctifying. power of the 
Spirit. These are not the characteristics 
of a philosopher’s God. They represent 
the cry of astonishment, of praise from 


_one whom an absolute power has just 


snatched from eternal night, the dawn- 
less night of his heart, in order to bring 
(Continued on page 514) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


The First Gentile Won 


Practically all Bible-reading Chris- 
tians say that Cornelius was the first 
Gentile to .whorrm the Gospel was 

reached. But Philip preached to the 
Ethiopian and led him to the Saviour 
before Peter preached to Cornelius. 


Is it because the Ethiopian was a 
Jewish proselyte that he is not con- 
sidered the first Gentile to whom the 
Gospel was preached? He was return- 
ing from Jerusalem where he _ had 
gone to worship and, whén Philip 
came into contact with him, he was 
reading the fifty-third chapter of Isa- 
iah. Would you consider him a Jewish 
proselyte and not a Gentile?—A Colo- 
rado reader, 

The writer of the Book of Acts does 
not tell us whether the Ethiopian eunuch 
was considered to be a Jewish proselyte 
or still a Gentile. The facts mentioned 
by the Colorado reader—that he had 
gone to Jerusalem to worship and was 
reading Isaiah—might well indicate 
that he was a Jewish proselyte. The 
International Bible Encyclopedia holds 
that he was not becausé of the prohibi- 
tion against eunuchs in Deuteronomy 
23:1. But Jamieson, Fausset and Brown 
comment as follows: “The prohibition 
of the Mosaic law against the admission 
of_such to the congregation (Deut. 23:1) 
has beem pleaded against this. But the 
approach there intended seems not to 
relate to any but born Israelites, and so 
would have excluded all prosélytes; and 
even though it did not, from the case 
of Ebed-Melech (Jer, 38:7-13, and 39: 16- 
18)-—of whom we can scarcely doubt 
that he had a place in the congregation 
— there is reason to think that this law 
was not so rigidly enforced as to prove 
a bar to the recognition of one -in the 


high position of this Ethiopian, even 
though a literal eunuch.” 

There is, however, a notable contrast 
between the accounts of the conversion 
of the Ethiopian and of Cornelius. A 
vision was given to Peter to prepare him 
to preach the Gospel to a Gentile, and 
later references show how much sig- 
nificance the apostles attached to the 
event. Following the full and detailed 


_account in Acts 10 of the conversion of 


Cornelius are these words in Acts 11:1, 
“And the apostles and brethren that were 
in Judza heard that the Gentiles had 
also received the word of God.” After 
Peter had gone up to Jerusalem and re- 
hearsed what God had done through 
him, the apostles “held their peace, and 
glorified God, saying, Then hath God 
also to the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life” (11:18). In the later and more 
important Jerusalem church conference, 
“Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men 
and brethren, ye know how that a good 
while ago God made choice among us, 
that the Gentiles by my mouth should 
hear. the word of the gospel, and believe. 
And God, which knoweth the hearts, 
bare them witness, giving them the Holy 
Ghost, even as he did unto us; and put 
no difference between us and them, puri- 
fying their hearts by faith” (15:7-9). 
James then comments: “Simeon hath 
declared how God at the first did visit 
the Gentiles, to take out of them a peo- 
ple for his name” (v. 14). 

- Thus it is evident that there is good 
reason for saying that the first, official . 
preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles 
was when Peter proclaimed it to Corne- 
lius and his hotisehold, and that Corne- 
lius ‘was the first Gentile convert. * 
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, The Art of Giving Christian Counsel to Students 


Knowing how to make use of great opportunities 
to guide young lives in the right way 


“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfil the law of Christ. ... As we 
have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men” (Gal. 6:2, 10). 


. e are a public school teacher; so 
you know something about bur- 
dens. You work from twelve to 

fourteen hours a day with your classes, 

at your desk, or in extracurricular ac- 
tivities; but you are not really sure that 
you are accomplishing much for the 

Lord Jesus. You feel hemmed in by 

state laws or by school board regula- 

tions. You are beginning to wonder 
whether your life is the testimony that 
it ought to be in the profession for 
which you have prepared eagerly and 
earnestly. Perhaps some of us have for- 
gotten, in the press of many duties, that 
our Lord and Redeemer is Teacher and 

Counselor as well (“his name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor,” Isa. 9:6), 

and that He who has sent us as am- 

bassadors to reconcile the world to God 

(2 Cor. 5:19) would not have us neglect 
the burdens of the individual student as 
we minister to the needs of the group. 
Let us not forget that our Lord’s per- 
sonal interest in men and women was 
so deep that He was not too busy to see 
Nicodemus at night; to give counsel to 
the woman of Samaria under the burn- 
ing midday sun; or to visit in the home 
of Zacchzus, the hated publican. H. H. 
Horne, in his stimulating book, “Jesus 
the Master Teacher,” says that “He 
never let the occasion slip, but utilized 
it as it arose to clarify thought and to 
guide life.” 


If We Really Desire To Be Effective 


For various reasons, we, however, are 
reluctant to counsel.” We feel that we 
are inadequately prepared for that kind 
of work, that our strength is already 
taxed to the utmost by the pressure of 
daily duties, that we have insufficient 
information about our students to make 
our advice sound. On the other hand, 
if we are really honest in our desire 
to be effective Christian teachers, shall 
we allow these reasons to deter us from 
being of greater assistance to the young 
people entrusted to our care? In speak- 
ing of the responsibility of the class- 
room teacher as counselor, Chester M. 
Sanford, in his book, “Developing 
Teacher Personality That Wins,” de- 
clares, “It is _ . . unfortunate that we 
teachers, although occupying strategic 
positions to size up youth, are often so 
reticent with our counsel and so indif- 
ferent regarding their.guidance needs.” 

Many young hearts in the schools 
throughout our land carry burdens 


Many Christian workers can look 
back with thanksgiving to the influ- 
ence of godly teachers in their lives. 
The names of these faithful men and 
women in public and private schools, 
in college and university may never 
become well known, yet the good 
they have done is multiplied tenfold 
and bears rich fruit in the lives of 
their pupils. Miss White, Assistant 
Professor of English and part-time 
counselor at Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Ill., writes not as a pro- 
fessional psychologist, but rather as 
one who sees below the surface to 
the souls of young men and women 
students, and who knows that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is Himself the an- 
swer to our greatest problems. Miss 
White writes with enthusiasm of the 
opportunities that lie before every 
Christian teacher, draws illustrations 
from her own valuable experience, 
and makes many practical sugges- 
tions. 








which may be shared.by sensitive, 
Spirit-filled, sympathetic teachers and 
counselors. It is not necessary for the 
instructor to be a professional counselor 
in order for him to be of invaluable 
assistance to the students whom he meets 
in classroom, hallway, lunchroom, or 
club. Although a practical knowledge 
of counseling methods and techniques 
is desirable, a discerning and under- 
standing heart and, above all, a com- 
plete dependence upon the power of 
the Lord Jesus are the primary re- 
quisites. Not infrequently do students’ 
spiritual difficulties become apparent in 
a classroom situation. 

Only a few months ago I had the joy 
of witnessing a complete transformation 
in the life of one of the young men in 
my literature class. He was an intelli- 
gent lad, but sullen and somewhat in- 
different. When, after class one day, I 
had occasion to speak with him about 
his attitude toward his work, I found 
him very responsive. He intimated that 
his problem was really a spiritual one, 
and he accepted eagerly my invitation 
to drop into the office for a chat. His 
story was one of failure and. confusion 
in everything he had undertaken, in 
young people’s work, in studies, in per- 
sonal relationships. He knew that he 
was totally unable to meet the prob- 
lems of future days and years; hence he 
listened most earnestly as I told him of 
the triumphant, overcoming, victorious 
life that was possible for the child of 
God. We had prayer together, and I 






By FRANCES E. WHITE, M.A 


sent him on his way with a copy of 
“Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret,” a 
book which has proved to be a blessing 
to many hungry hearts. After the in- 
tervening vacation season, he returned 
to my class an entirely changed person- 
ality — alert, eager, radiant. Day by 
day he continues to show steady growth 
in the love and knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus. Not all young people will re- 
spond so quickly and eagerly as this 
lad responded. But the patient, under- 
standing counselor and friend will not 
become discouraged; rather he will pray 
for those in need and wait for an op- 
portunity to be of help. 


The Need for Understanding 


Since, in this article, we are concerned 
with but one aspect of counseling, 
namely, spiritual counseling, we shall 
make no attempt to review the tech- 
niques of the interview itself. Impor- 
tant as those techniques are, they pre- 
sent a subject too broad for the scope 
of this article. 

Assuming that we do recognize the 
importance of doing spiritual counseling, 
how do we go about letting our students 
know that we truly are interested in 
them? Actually, the counseling approach 
should be used in the classroom. Rollo 
May, author of “The Art of Counseling,” 
writing in regard to this method, asserts: 

“The whole teaching procedure . 
is most effective when approached with 
an understanding of personality and its 
empathetic functions. Significant teach- 
ing requires empathy, for only thus does 
the professor’s mind meet the student’s 
in a fructifying intellectual experience. 
. . . Then truth is made a living force 
passed from one to another, and educa- 
tion becomes truly a ‘leading out’ of the 
highest creative potentialities of the stu- 
dent’s mind through inspiring contact 
and participation in the creative actual- 
ities of the teacher’s mind.” 

The teacher, then, with a positive, con- 
structive, truly Christian philosophy of 
‘life and with a sensitivity to the hopes, 
fears, ambitions, and tensions of his stu- 
dents is in a position to make these 
young people feel that he is more than 
a dispenser of “book learning,” more 
than an assigner of grades. Warm 
friendliness must, of course, be accom- 
panied by scholarship and by high ideals 
and ethical sense. Certainly the teacher 
cannot afford to be cynical, petty, child- 
ish, given to moods, self-centered in his 
thinking, and hypercritical if he is to 


win the confidence of others. Young. 


people are particularly sersitive to in- 
consistencies; hence the Christian teacher 
must be on his guard against the de- 
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velopment of any personality traits that 
would cloud his testimony or cause him 
to become ineffective in Christian serv- 
ice. 

But the spiritual preparation of the 
counselor must go further than this. 
Needless to say, if he would lead others 
into a knowledge of the Lord, he him- 
self must know the secret of the Spirit- 
filled life. If he has not launched out 
into the deep, he can scarcely hope to 
encourage others to let down their nets 
for a draught. If he is constantly being 
crushed by the juggernaut cars of life, 
he can talk with neither conviction nor 
sincerity of the life with wings. If he 
faints by the wayside because he does 
not depend upon the Lord for restora- 
tion of soul, he cannot ask others to run 
and not be weary. 


Secondly, he requires that calm 
strength and resourcefulness which come 
from much time spent in earnest prayer 
and study of the Word. In the noontide 
hours one is glad for the beauty and 
fragrance which come from walking 
and talking with the Saviour in the cool 
of the day. In this regard, there must 
be desire upon the part of the counselor 
that problems be faced in the light of 
the Word. He must beware of any at- 
tempt to live out his life in the life of 
the counselee; he must take care that 
he does not make decisions for the one 
who comes for help. The  coun- 
selor should listen sympathetically and 
prayerfully, should help the student to 
clarify his problem, and may suggest 
alternatives; but the counselee must 
make his own decisions. 


The spiritual needs of the student are 
many and varied. At times the coun- 
selor may experience the joy of leading 
a soul to the Lord, or again he may 
know the warmth of heart which comes 
from unfolding deeper truths to one 
who desires a closer walk with the Lord 
Jesus or who longs to be more effective 
in the service of the King. 


Often the Christian student needs help 
with problems of practical Christian liv- 
ing. The mad, confused, disorderly, 
war-torn, uncertain age of whieh our 
youth are in part a product has created 
many distressing situations and has 
posed many puzzling questions for these 
young people. Again the counselor can 
help the student to face these problems 
in the light of Christian experience; he 
can help him to see the practical impli- 
cations of his experience. It is no small 
cause for concern that many yéung peo- 
ple from sound Christian homes and 
churches remain mere babes in Christ, 
babes who show relatively few signs of 
spiritual development. In my own ex- 
perience in public school teaching, it was 
a source of real heartache to me to note 
how few Christian young people real- 
ized the implications of their Christian 
experience. The teacher and counselor 
is in a position to stimulate spiritual 
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growth commensurate. to intellectual 


growth. 

The wise counselor will not take the 
student’s questions or even his com- 
plaints lightly. When he himself can- 
not help the student, he will send him 
to someone who can give assistance. He 
will also have available materials which 
he can lend or give to the student to 
read. Cited below are just a few books 
and pamphlets which may be used most 
effectively and which may provide oc- 
casion for further conversation with the 
student concerning things of the Lord: 

“Evolution.” (International Christian Cru- 
sade, 366 Bay St., Toronto 1; 20 cents.) 

“The Discipline Series,” by V. Raymond 


Edman. (Scripture Distribution Society, 
Wheaton, IIl.) 


“The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life,” 
by Hannah Whitall Smith. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 10; 
$1.25.) 


“Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret,’’ by Dr. 
and Mrs. Howard Taylor. (China Inland 
Mission, 237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 
44, paper, 75c; cloth, $1.25.) 

“How to Succeed in the Christian Life,” 
by R. A. Torrey. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York 10; $1.25.) 


“The Life That Wins,” by Charles G. 
Trumbull. (The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5; 20c a dozen; 
$1.50 per hundred.) 

There are times when a student needs 
only to talk with someone, needs some- 
one to share his burden. The counselor’s 
part, then, will be merely to listen sym- 
pathetically and to supply confidence 
and assurance. The sense of security 
that a young person can gain in this 
kind of situation will sometimes cause 
him to bring to light worries and fears 
which may have been troubling him for 
many long years. One experience of 
this kind I shall never forget. The 
young woman concerned was a freshman 
in one of 'my classes. A sense of ease 
and assurance which she had gained in 
the classroom prompted her to come to 
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talk with me. Soon she was pouring out 
a story of past reproach and prgsent de- 
feat in her life. A tragic experience 
that had occurred when she was but 
twelve years of age still haunted her. 
As a result, although she thought she 
was converted, she felt that she could 
never know real joy in the Lord. To 
add to her heaviness of heart, there was 
sin that had crept into her life and 
against which she had been struggling 
in vain. For years the girl had longed 
for help, but had been afraid to talk 
with anyone about her problems. How 
wonderful it was to be able to assure 
her that the past could be covered and 
forgotten completely because of the pre- 
cious blood of the Lord Jesus, and to 
help her to discover for herself that we 
can be “more than conquerors through 
him that loved us”! (Rom, 8:37.) The 
last time I had word from this young 
woman she was rejoicing because, as a 
nurse in a large city hospital, she had 
just led one of her’ patients to the Lord. 

Occasionally the counselor is con- 
fronted with problems which are so des- 
perate that he feels only a specialist 
ean be of assistance. It is well to re- 
member, however, that psychological 
problems and spiritual difficulties are 
usually inextricably related, and that the 
Great Physician is the Physician of body, 
mind, and soul. His grace is sufficient 
for each troubled heart that casts its 
care upon Him, ~- 

In this treatment of the subject, no 
attempt has been made to consider the 
role of the professional counselor, nor 
even to outline the work of a counselor. 
Rather, there has been the desire that 
those Christians to whom has been en- 
trusted the care of young hearts and 
minds may consider anew this oppor- 
tunity to bear “one . . , another’s bur- 
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” 

WHeaToN, ILL, 


Parent-Controlled Christian Schools 


A movement to restore to education Christian teaching and environment 


HE importance of a thorough re- 

thinking of our educational philos- 
ophy can no longer be denied. Press 
and radio are headlining the need for 
adjustments in educational policy, 
teachers’ salaries, and training facilities, 
and the like. The inadequacies of the 
public school program are being brought 
forcibly to public attention. 

Not the least of these is the desire 
on the part of Bible-believing Christians 
to have some kind of Christian training 
made a part. of the public school pro- 
gram. Either by released-time programs 
or by organized visitation, it is deter- 
mined that public school children shall 
have the Gospel. Splendid efforts are 


being put forth to this end. There are 
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those, however, who feel that good as 
such efforts are, they still leave much 
to be desired. 


In a democracy, public education must 


‘necessarily be entirely neutral in all 


controversial matters. Unless the forces 
behind popular education are entirely 
impartial in their policies, the field of 
secular education will become a battle- 
ground for opposing forces, each seeking 
to influence and control for their own 
purposes, this most potent field for mass 
propaganda. Christians must not be 
guilty of contributing to the general con- 
fusion, 

If we demand the right to teach one 
specific religion in the public schools, 
we must, in all fairness, open the door 
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to all religious groups, which is obvi- 
ously not what we want. Under a state- 
controlled public school system, all re- 
ligious groups must have an equal right 
to teach, or none must have the priv- 


ilege. Christians must not demand lib- P 
erty for themselves that they are not 


willing to allow others to have. 

The logical answer then, for Chris- 
tians, is a system of parent-controlled 
schools, developing and teaching a 
Christian philosophy of education that 
honors God as the Creator and Sustainer 
of the universe, and confesses Jesus 
Christ as Lord. 

The spiritual and moral training of 
boys and girls is not something that can 
be delegated either to the home, church, 
or school, but is the corporate respon- 
sibility of-all three. In its own field, 
each must contribute to the aggregate 
of experience and knowledge which we 
call “growing in grace.” 

The Christian home is the sphere of 
influence in which children learn to live 
in relation to those about them. If they 
find a reflection of the grace of God 
in father or mother, they inevitably will 
be drawn to fhe Saviour, The ability 
to get along with others and to live in 
right relationship with God begins in 
a Christian home. 

The Christian church provides in- 
struction in the Word of God and the 
experience in working together with 
those. of like faith. 

The Christian school is an integral 
part of the three, providing a course 
of study proceeding from the Word of 
God and teaching in an environment of 
reverential awe. It seeks to lead the 
child to see God in “the things He has 
made” and to prepare him for a life of 
service, 

A stream is no purer than its source. 
We must reveal to the world the age- 
old source of wisdom and knowledge — 
the Word of God and the works of God. 
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
we can release a new educational force 
which can eventually purify modern 
thinking of materialism and naturalism, 

The Christian day school movement is 
not new. Such schools were the norm 


in the early days of our country. Re- 


ligion and education were inseparable, 
and Christian schools produced some of 
our greatest national leaders. 

With the coming of a centralized form 
of government, the schools also became 


- government-controlled (A.D. 1835). 


The Christian day school came origi- 
nally from England, being patterned after 
the English tutelage system. At about 
the turn of the century, the parent-con- 
trolled system of private schools emerged 


‘among the Dutch Reformed people. For 


rmhany years the National Union of Chris- 
tian Schools carried forward the work 
of ‘organizing and supporting such 
schools in Reformed circles. Also in the 


‘field of parochial or church-controlled 


schools were the Lutheran, Roman Cath- 
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olic, and Seventh-Day Adventists. Pri- 
vate schools, supported by endowments 
or private individuals, also helped to 
fill the need. The largest growth in 
recent years has been’ in parent-con- 
trolled Christian day schools, indepen- 
dently organized and supported by local 
groups of parents. By 1945, the enroll- 
ment in such schools had reached 18,000, 
comprising 106 elementary schools and 
11 high schools. 

Many schools were organized outside 
of Reformed circles, and to meet the 
needs of such schools a new Christian 
school organization was formed. The 
National Association of Christian Schools, 
embracing all schools of evangelical 
faith, has the support of the National 
Association of Evangelicals. It is plan- 
ned, through this organization, to do 
research on textbooks and teaching ma- 
terial; plan teacher training programs; 
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and to forward generally the work of 
organizing a nation-wide system of 
Christian day schools. 

The cost of supporting suck schools 
may seem large to those already being 
taxed for state-controlled schools. Not 


including operating costs, which will 


vary, the cost per pupil averages about 
$100 a year. Considered in the light of 
the cost of one evangelistic campaign, 
this is a small investment for the priv- 
ilege of keeping a child daily under the 
influence of God’s Word in an environ- 
ment conducive to the working of the 
Holy Spirit. 

May the day soon dawn when all boys 
and girls will be taught daily to en- 
trone Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives, 
and thinking God’s thoughts after Him, 
be daily conformed to the image of His 
Son. That is Christian education, 

PHILADELPHIA, 


How Can We Have Moral Education Without God? 


Only a step from secularism that bans the Bible to atheism that attacks it 


By ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 
President of Columbia Bible College 


This is the fourth and concluding article in Dr. McQuilkin’s series on 
“The Supreme Court and the Atheist,” a discussion of the Court’s de- 
cision in the Champaign (IUl.) case. In connection with this last article, 
Dr. McQuilkin writes: “It seems to me crystal clear that whatever our 
differing views may be, the statements in this Supreme Cowrt deci- 
sion, if taken at their face value, must mean that chaplains in the Army 


and in Congress are absolutely illegal. . 


. . What seems to me their 


weak and foolish argument, that the use of public school buildings would 
help certain sects in building up their faiths, should certainly suggest 
that the Government is helping Protestants, Catholics, and Jews to 
build up their faith and spending millions of dollars to do it. Of 
course, sensible Americans will recognize that the motive there is not 
to build up some particular faith, but to serve the men in the Army 
and Navy. By the same token anyone would know that it was not pri- 
marily a question of strengthening Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish 
faith, but of taking care of these children.” 


HE National Educational Association 

Journal has in its April issue an 
analysis of the Supreme Court deci- 
sion, written by Willard E. Givens, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the N.E.A., and 
headed by this striking paragraph, in 
bold type: “In our opinion, this decision 
of the Supreme Court in no way voids the 
responsibility of the public schools to in- 
culcate those moral and ethical prin- 
ciples which are the essence of the good 
life. One of the important objectives 
of public education has been, and al- 
ways will be, to inspire in youth a deep 
appreciation for the basic spiritual and 
religious values which give meaning to 
existence, provide the foundation of good 
character, and are guides to a high order 
of human conduct,” 

So the public schools are to inculcate 
moral and ethical principles which are 
the essence of good life. Where are we 
to find these? Do they come from God? 
Are they in the Bible? Are they sep- 
arate from “religion”? Evidently Dr. 


Givens does not think so. He writes 
that “one of the important objectives 
of public education will be to inspire 
in youth a deep appreciation for the 
basic spiritual and religious values which 
give meaning to existence, provide the 
foundation of good character, and are 
guides to a high order of human con- 
duct.” 


All educators agree that character 
and good citizenship are the chief ends 
of education. Will it be character with- 
out Christ? Shall we rule out God.and 
the Bible? What are the educational 
leaders of America putting in its place? 
The answer is plain. They are putting 
secularism in its place. They are putting 
atheism in its place. Doubtless Dr. 
Givens would never agr@e with this, but 
teachers reading the N.E.A. Journal, and 
all its pronouncements of educational 
leaders in the schools where there is 
no Bible, certainly never get the idea 
that “basic spiritual and religious values” 
have anything to do with God. The 











498 


(6) * 


prevailing philosophy of education in 
our universities, which is seeping down 
into our public school system, is a secu- 
lar, atheistic philosophy, The result of 
it is very certain. Christians may argue 
over the Supreme Court decision. But 
meanwhile by their fruits we shall know 
whether our educational system is pleas- 
ing to God. Has the increase in juvenile 
delinquency and lawlessness in America 
any connection with our public school 
system? When we know what educa- 
tion is, we shall surely say it has a direct 
connection. 

Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, chancellor of 
the University of Chicago, who does not 
take the Dewey position of secularism, 
declared that the only hope for a con- 
fused and tottering world is education, 
He states that we are not sure whether 
education wjll save us, but “it is the 
only hope we have.” The vital question 
is, What kind of education? Is it godless 
education or a Bible-based education? 


Where the Bible Is Excluded 
Dr. Fleming points out that statistics 


in the Department of Commerce reveal | 


that while crime increased 66.3 per cent 
over the nation from 1910 to 1938, it in- 
creased notably less in four states that 
had Bible in their schools — from 16 per 
cent to 30 per cent. The growth of crime 
in four states that excluded the Bible 
from the public schools ran from 154 
per cent to 237 per cent. *The results 
today would probably be even more 
striking. In one city after another it is 
said that the whole discipline problem 
. of the schools has changed when the 
Bible was introduced. Yet at one fell 
stroke, the Supreme Court decision and 
many misguided Christian leaders would 


put an end to this movement to get the - 


Bible into the public schols, 

H. V. Kaltenborn, the noted commenta- 
tor, recently said that this war now 
going on in America and the world is 
a war between Christ and anti-Christ. 
This is true. In America we are now 
recognizing Communism as anti-Christ 
and anti-God and anti-American. There- 
fore, we will not allow our American 
doctrine of freedom of speech to permit 
Communism to tear down the founda- 
tions of America, 

This is just what we are doing in our 
educational system. The anti-God re- 
ligion of Communism is becoming the 
official religion of our great educational 
system. Secularism means atheism. 

It is not an accident that this question 
was brought to the Supreme Court by 
an atheist mother, backed by her athe- 
ist husband, and by the society of Free- 
thinkers; nor is it an accident that the 
man who has*had more influence on 
America’s educational system than any 


other single man, John Dewey of Co-— 


lumbia, is a secularist who wants a moral 
system without God. 

I realize that there are Christian 
leaders who will agree fully with this 
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analysis of the fundamental principles 
underlying the doctrine of the separa- 
tion of the church and the state, but 
will also believe that the Supreme Court 
was right in ruling out this plan of re- 
leased time used in Champaign, Ill. The 
real solution of the problem in our edu- 
cational system is to put the Bible in 
all of the schools, and have the reading 
of the Bible and also the teaching of 
the Bible in an absolutely nonsectarian 
way. This, hofyever, would not be prac- 
ticable in many communities. There- 
fore various communities, according to 
their local problems, work out some plan 
which will not contradict the funda- 
mental American principles, and yet will 
achieve the result of getting the Bible 
to the children. If the Supreme Court 
had ruled that this plan of released time 
was unconstitutional because it empha- 
sized the differences between Protestants 
and Catholics and Jews, instead of em- 
phasizing the common truths of Chris- 
tianity, their decision would not have 
been fraught with such danger. 


Mr. Justice Reed, in his dissenting 
opinion, said that aid to religious sects, 
which the other eight justices saw in 
the Champaign releaséd time plan, was 
only a “by-product of organized society,” 
and was not to be condemned any more 
than the long-established practices con- 
necting religion with government. Justice 
Reed follows the same inaccurate use 
of the word “sect” in calling the Prot- 
estants, Catholics, and Jews ‘“religious 
sects.” However, he has reference to 
the fact that the United States Govern- 
ment employs chaplains in the armed 
forces and in Congress and in peniten- 
tiaries and prisons and in government 
hospitals. The government sets up stand- 
ards for those chaplains which the 
churches have to meet. The govern- 
ment builds the places of worship and 
recognizes that the instructions and the 
consolations of God, called usually “re- 
ligion,” are an essential part of the ef- 
fective service of the Army. and Navy. 
The same principle applies to govern- 
ment hospitals, 


The Logical End 


The logical end of this Supreme Court 
decision would be to discharge all the 
chaplains from the armed forces and from 


the hospitals and from the penitenti-. 


aries. Many states have laws requiring 
prisoners to go to religious services. 
Consider the situation that America. is 
placing herself in when she believes it 
vital to have the foundation teachings 
of morals and religion presented in the 
Army and Navy, in the hospitals and 
penitentiaries, and then rule out those 
same foundation principles in the place 


where they are more needed, and more: 


effective than in any other place, namely, 
in the education of our children. The 
Supreme Court has ruled them out of 
the Champaign district in Illinois on the 


; 


very ground that would rule out all that- 
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the government is doing in connection 
with religion. 

The fact is that when a religious coun- 
cil in any community gets together and 
has an agreement between the Protes- 
tants, Catholics, and Jews, it means that 
the people of that community have 
agreed that religious liberty is not in- 
fringed by the arrangements that they 
have. The Supreme Court ought not to 
interfere in these local and state de- 
cisions. 

We must frankly face the fact that in 
this problem concerning government and 
religion there are two deadly enemies 
in America. One is Roman Catholicism, 
With all the political power of this gi- 
gantic world-wide organization, with all 
the social and religious influence built 
upon the tolerance and blindness of 
American Protestants, the Roman Cath- 
olic Church is seeking to invade the 
public schools and to break down the 
true principles of the separation of 
church and state. Many are hailing the 
Supreme Court decision as a safeguard 
against this movement’ of Catholicism 
to control America. 


Another Deadly Enemy 


The other deadly enemy is Modern- 
ism, parading as Protestant Christianity. 
Many Christian leaders face the ques- 
tion as to what it will mean if the Mod- 
ernists control the teaching of Bible in 
the public schools. What they are al- 
ready doing in state universities — tear- 
ing down the faith of students who come 
with a belief in the Bible—they would 
be doing with the younger children in 
the public schools. Many, aware of this 
real menace, consider the Supreme Court 
decision a safeguard against the inroads 
of Modernism. 

But recognizing these grave dangers, 
we must ask whether the solution is to 
substitute secularism and atheism, or 
non-religion, for Christianity. In sum- 
ming up our study of this decision let 
us return to the central fallacy in this 
pronouncement of the highest court of 
our land. They are interpreting the wall 
of separation between church and state 
to be a wall of separation between God 
and the state. Professing friendship for 
religion, they state again and again that 
government should be utterly and com- 
pletely separate from religion. The 
Court’s decision stated: “Separation 
means separation, not something less. 
Jefferson’s metaphor in describing the 
relation between the church and state 
speaks of a ‘wall of separation,’ not of a 
fine line easily overstepped.” Then they 
conclude by quoting from their other 
unconstitutional decision in favor of con- 
tributing bus fares for parochial schools: 
“We renew our conviction that we have 
staked the very existence of our coun- 
try on the faith that complete separation 
between the ‘state and religion is best 
for the state and best for. religion.” Jef- 
ferson.did not say separation between 
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the “state and religion”; he said “state 
and church,” which is a very different 
thing. Jefferson himself put religion into 
the University of Virginia. 

Mr. Justice Jackson, while concurring 
in the main opinion, delivered a devas- 
tating indictment of the Supreme Court 
decision. It seems strange that he did 
not dissent from it. He wrote: “The 
plaintiff, as she has every right to be, 
is an avowed atheist. What she has 
asked of the courts is that they not only 
end the ‘released time’ plan, but also 
ban every form of teaching which sug- 
gests or recognizes that there is a God, 
She would ban all teaching of the Scrip- 
tures. She especially mentions as an 
example of invasion of her rights, ‘hav- 
ing. pupils learn and recite such state- 
ments as, “The Lord is my Shepherd, I 
shall hot want.”’ And she objects to 
teaching that the King James Version 
of the Bible ‘is called the Christian's 
Guide Book, the Holy Writ, and the 
Word of God,’ and many other similar 
matters. This Court is directing the 
Illinois courts generally to sustain plain- 
tiff’s complaint without exception of any 
of these grounds of complaint, without 
discriminating between them and with- 
out laying down any standards to define 
the limits of the effect of our decision.” 

He goes on to speak of the danger of 
such a declaration, and of interfering 
with local communities in their decisions 
upon it. He sees that the Supreme Court 
may be in danger of accepting “the role 
of a super board of education for every 
school district in the nation.” 

Justice Reid in his dissenting opinion 
argues logically that nothing in this 
Champaign arrangement can be proved 
to be contrary to the Constitution. 

As we close our study, let us reiterate 
for the benefit of Christian leaders who 
favor this Supreme Court decision, that 
these justices are involved in glaring 
contradictions and fallacies by their de- 
liberate and constant equating of “sec- 
tarian teaching” with everything con- 
nected with religion or Christianity, We 
have sought to point out that in this 
they are going contrary to the direct 
declarations of the United States Su- 
preme Court, and of many state supreme 
courts. Horace Mann has been recog- 
nized as the father of our American 
public school system. The Supreme 
Court decision states: “In Massachu- 
setts, largely through the efforts of Hor- 
ace Mann, all sectarian teachings were 
barred from the common school to save 
it from being rent by denominational 
conflict.” This is certainly true. But 
the amazing misuse that the Supreme 
Court makes of this stand of Horace 
Mann is to bar all.religious teaching 
from the schools, and to bar the teach- 
ing of the Bible from the schools, in- 
stead of doing what Horace Mann did 
— bar sectarian teaching. Here are Hor- 
ace Mann’s words: al 

“Had the Board required me to ex- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


clude either the Bible or religious in- 
struction from the schools, I certainly 
should have given them the earliest op- 
portunity to appoint my successor.” 

How does this statement of the father 
of our American public school system 
fit with these conclusions drawn by our 
Supreme Court justices? Would that 
we had a Horace Mann in the Court 
today ! 

We are not advocating that this de- 
cision should be disobeyed, Even if the 
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‘ Supreme Court is. wrong, it should be 


obeyed till the decision is changed. But 
this decision is not necessarily binding 
in any situation that is dfferent from the 
case upon which the Court gave an 
opinion, 

Meanwhile, let Americans be rouse’ 
to save our Christian heritage, and ou 
boys and girls, from the enemies oi 
America’s God and the enemies of Christ 
and the Bible. 


Cotumsia, §, C. 


VI. Water, the Wonder Substance 


How natural water helps us to see the wonders of the Water of Life 


By RALPH H. COON, M../ 


This is the sixth of Mr. Cooun’s series of eight articles on “Science Illus- 


trating Bible Truths.” 
intervals. 


ATER is such a common substance 
that few of us give it a thought, 
to say nothing of considering how won- 
derful and how important it really is, 
It is one of the strongest evidences of 


‘divine planning that we have in the 


world of nature. For instance, everyone 
knows that, under normal atmospheric 
conditions, water freezes when it is 
cooled to a temperature of 32° Fahren- 
heit. But those who have not studied 
the matter a little do not Yealize that 
water is a very peculiar substance in 
the way it behaves just before it reaches 
32°. Like nearly all substances, it nor- 
mally contracts when cooled, and hence 
becomes more dense. However, when 
its temperature reaches about 39° it 
stops contracting and begins to expand, 
if it is cooled below that point, 

We are all familiar with the fact that, 
as water freezes, it expands. That is 
why the motorist is so anxious to keep 
the water in his radiator from freezing. 
That also accounts for the fact that ice 
floats on water. Since in freezing it 
expands, it also then becomes less dense 
and so. floats. Few realize what an im- 
portant bearing this has on the preser- 
vation of organisms that live in the water 
in very cold climates. As winter comes 
on, and the water in a fresh water lake 
cools at the surface, the water contracts, 
and, since it is denser than the warmer 
water below, it falls to the bottom, This 
continues until all the water in the lake 
is cooled to about 39°, When the surface 
water is cooled below that point, it be- 
gins to expand and, since it thus be- 
comes lighter than the rest of the water, 
it remains on the surface of the lake, 
and hence cools more rapidly until it 
freezes. As the water just beneath the 
ice is cooled it also stays where it is 
until it freezes. The water below re- 
mains at 39°. The outside temperature 
may go below zero, but still the unfrozen 
water remains comparatively warm, 
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that is 39°. The only effect of the col 

climate is that it makes the ice thicker 
Since the water never freezes to the 
bottom except in very shallow lakes, 
fish and other forms of marine life are 
preserved at a temperature above freez- 
ing. If God so planned His world for 
the protection of fishes, how much more 
may we be sure He planned it for the 
welfare of man who is capable, by his 
love and devotion, of bringing glory to 
God Himself. 


In Job 38:22, we find the words of 
God to Job asking, “Hast thou entered 
into the treasures of the snow?” Snow 
is not at all uncommon on the mountains 
of the Near East, so Job knew the won- 
der of its extreme whiteness. He may 
well have seen some of the beautiful 
crystals that in themselves are indeed 
a treasure to one who is looking for 
variety, symmetry, and beauty.. It is 
well that this question that God asked 
is preserved for us to read today, for it 
means so much more, now that we have 
microscopes with which to really enter 
into the treasures of the snow. We can- 
not enter farther in this discussion than 
to say that snowflakes are all extremely 
complex and beautiful in their design, 
and to refer the reader to the work of 
Wilson A. Bentley in Vermont. Mr. E. 
J. Pace, in THe Sunpay Scuoot Times of 
March 19, 1932, gives a fascinating ac- 
count of a visit to Mr. Bentley’s home, 
where he saw literally thousands of 
photographs of snow crystals, no two of 
which were alike. Could such an infini- 
tude of variety and beauty just hap- 
pen? What a revelation of the Creator 
these jewels of ice are! Mr, Pace found 
the suggestion for a very interesting 
Bible study in the snow. 

Our God is one who thinks of the 
beautiful and the practical at the same 
time, for the very fact that the snow 
crystals are so lacy and so varied makes 
the snow fluffy. A handful of newly 
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fallen snow would have only a spoonful 
or so of ice in it. The rest is all air, 
confined and held between the minute 
crystals. This explains why snow is 
such a good blanket. It is the same 
principle of large quantities of confined 
air that makes a woolen blanket so 
warm, Just as the wonderful way in 
which water freezes takes care of life 
in the lakes and seas, so the wonder 
of the snow blanket takes care of life 
in the soil in cold countries. “O Lord, 
how great are thy works! and thy 
thoughts are very deep” (Psa, 92:5). 

One needs only to think back a little 
to realize what glory water adds to the 
beauties of this marvelous world we live 
in. I shall never forget one day when 
I was climbing up a slope in the Rocky 
Mountains. It was just after one of 
those showers that can come up so 
quickly in the mountains and then pass 
just as quickly. As I looked up ahead 
of me, I saw what appeared for all the 
world to be a little blue star of a Fourth 
of July Roman candle nestling peace- 
fully in the branch of a bush. As I went 
toward it, it changed to green, then to 
yellow and red. It was only a drop of 
water that had caught the rays of the 
sun just right. 

What is more inspiring to the eyes 
than a beautiful rainbow? Of course 
everyone knows that these colors are 
brought to our eyes by millions of drops 
of water as they catch the sunlight and 
reflect it down. A landscape of lovely 
woodlands or of mountain peaks in all 
their grandeur is doubly beautiful if it 
is reflected in the waters of a lake. I 
hardly need mention the charm of a 
waterfall or the magnificence of the 
limitless ocean with its booming breakers. 
What glory God has put in water! 


Water and Life—The properties of 
water that are most important of all, 
especially to men, are those that have 
to do with chemical changes. Most 
chemical changes require the presence 
of water. For some mysterious reason 
iron and the oxygen in the air will not 
react to produce iron oxide, or rust, 
unless water is present. The compounds 
in baking powder that enter into the 
reaction that produces the carbon diox- 
ide bubbles to make cakes fluffy and 
light remain in contact with each other 
without any appreciable reaction until 
mixed with water in the cake batter. A 
large part of the study of chemistry 
involves water solutions. In the reac- 
tions that take place in life processes, 
water seems to be always required. It 
may be said with a reasonable degree of 
truth that all life exists in water. In 
animals, the cells are constantly bathed 
in lymph, which is a water solution of 
the food materials they need. Only the 
outer skin is dry, and its purpose is to 
protect the moist and soft tissues within 
and to allow the water to evaporate 
only at the rate required to keep the 
body at the proper temperature. It is 
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well known that if the sap, which is 
merely a water solution of plant foods, 
stops flowing in a tree the tree will die 
at once, 

The Water of Life—Just as water is 
an absolute necessity to all physical life, 
so the water of life which the Lord Jesus 


gives to all those who ask for it is essen-_ 


tial to all spiritual life. Notice how He 
states this great fact to the woman of 
Samaria in John 4:10, 14: “If thou 
knewest the gift of God, and who it is 
that saith to thee, Give me to drink; 
thou wouldest have asked of him, and 
he would have given thee living water. 
. . - Whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing 
up into everlasting life.” Let us con- 
sider this with two verses in John 10: 
“I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abun- 
dantly. I am the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep” (vs. 10b, 11). Is it not true that 
the water of life that He gives is Him- 
self? “He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life” (1 John 5:12). 

Coming back to the physical water as 
an illustration of the water of life, at 
the risk of reiteration let us list some 
of the ways in which the two are alike: 

1, Water is a universal cleansing 
agent, “Not by works of righteousness 
whieh we have done, but according to 
his mercy he saved us, by the washing 
of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5). 

2. Water is necessary for all life. 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

3. Water is abundant beyond all ap- 
parent need. A poor working girl was 
taken for the first time to see the ocean. 
She exclaimed, “At last here is some- 
thing there is enough of.” Jesus Him- 
self expressed this idea in John 7:37, 38: 
“In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me, 
and drink. He that believeth on me, as 
the scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water.” A 
beautiful picture of the abundance of 
the water of life is found in Ezékiel 
47:1-5. The river, which the prophet 
saw flowing “out from under the thres- 
hold of the house,” was first ankle deep, 
then waist deep, and finally so deep that 
it could not be passed over. Still de- 
scribing this flow, which now is called 
rivers, we read in verse 9, “And it shall 
come to pass, that everything that liveth, 
which moveth, whithersoever the rivers 
shall come, shall live.” 

4. Water to drink is free and available 
to all. “Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath 
no money; come ye, buy, and eat; ... 
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without money and without price” (Isa. 
55:1). “And the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 

5. Water is made up of two elements 
that are radically different, yet bound 
so closely in chemical combination that 
a single very definite substance is made. 
“Mercy and truth are met together” 
(Psa. 85:10a). Mercy might be thought 
of as being contrary to the truth that 
“the wages of sin is death.” Just as 
water is made up of two gasses, hydro- 
gen and oxygen, that have such different 
properties, so in Christ mercy and jus- 
tice are met together, for He paid the 
wages of sin.on Calvary and thereby 
vindicates God’s justice at the same time 
that He is showing infinite mercy. 


Let the reader think, every time he 
takes a drink of pure and satisfying cold 
water, what a wonderful substance it 
is and thank God for it. And then let 
his thoughts turn to the water of life 
and let him send up a prayer of praise 
for the One who is “fairest of ten thou- 
sand.” 

(To be continued) 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Aunt Mary 


Questions for answer, and other commu- 
nications, may be addressed to Aunt Mary, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. No names or addresses 
will be published in The Sunday School 
Times; and if questions are too personal 
for an answer in these columns, Aunt Mary 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 





Dear .Aunt Mary: I am fifteen 
years old and have been going with 
a man twenty-four years old. We are 
engnaed. I used to like him a lot, but 
I have seen other boys that I like 
better. When we go to parties I can 
have more fun with other boys, and 
now I am dissatisfied. He is rather 
old in his ways, and is not as particu- 
lar about his clothes and person as 
I would like him to be. And there are 
other things that he does that get on 
my nerves. I am sure we could never 
be happy together. I have told my 
girl friends, but they don’t know how 
to help me. I have been trying ‘to 
give him the hint that I don’t care for 
him. When he was out of town I went 
with a nice boy nearer my age; he 
doesn’t have any bad habits, and 
dresses very neatly. He is very tal- 
ented. 


Please help me as I am anxious to 
know what to do. We always enjoy 
the Times.—_WONDERING. 

Y DEAR GIRL: I am very glad 

that you wrote me of your prob- 

lem, for it concerns one of the most 

serious steps in life, and you do well 
to hesitate. 

In view of your age, it is not surpris- 

ing that your attitude to your fiancé 

has changed, .and that you now seek a 


(Continued on page 517) 
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LESSON 12. JUNE 20. THE HOPE FOR BRWEFIMESSIAH 


Ezekiel 34:11-16, 22-31; Daniel 7:13, 14; Zechariah 3:8-10; 6:12, 13; 9: 


FF0619'10, 13:4, John 10:14 


printed text, Ezekiel 34: 23-28, Daniel 7:13, 14; Zechariah 9: 9, 10; 12:10; 13:1 


Golden Text.—For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.—Isa. 9:6 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Ezek. 34:23 And I will set up one shepherd over them, and 
he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, 
and he shall be their shepherd. 

24 And I the Lorp will be their God, and my servant David a 
prince among them; I the Lorp have spoken it. 

25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will 
cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land: and they shall dwell 
safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. 

26 And I will make them and the places round about my hill 
a blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down in his 
season; there shall be showers of blessing. 

27 And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth 
shall yield her increase, and they shall be safe in their land, and 
shall know that I am the Lorp, when I have broken the bands of 
their yoke, and delivered them out of the hand of those that 
served themselves of them. 

28 And they shall no.more be a prey to the heathen, neither 
shall the beast of the land devour them; but they shall dwell 
safely, and none shall make them afraid. 


Chap. 7:13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 
Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 

14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king- 


dom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: 
his‘ dominion is an everlasting domini®n; which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 


Zech. 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and 
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt 
the foal of an ass. 

10 And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse 
from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he 
shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be 


from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of 
the earth. 


Chap. 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall 


be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his first- 
born. 


Chap. 13:1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and 
for uncleanness. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E Messianic hope in Israel was 
based upon the promises of God 
given in remarkable detail and 
clarity through many divinely inspired 
prophets from the patriarchal age 
onward. According to these predictions 
they looked for a king who would reign 
in righteousness over all the earth (Isa, 
32:1), a prophet who would reveal God’s 
mind fully to them and whom all were 
called to obey (Deut, 18:5); and a Sav- 
iour who should bring blessing to both 
Israel and the nations (Gen. 12:3). As 
Jehovah’s andinted servant, He was to 
manifest the compassion of God toward 
Israel and the nations, relieving the af- 
flicted and freeing the world from the 
bondage of sin (Isa. 61:1-9). Moreover, 
He was to be the great antetypical sin 
offering, in whom men should find peace 
with God and the pardon of their sins, 
though few seemed to understand this 
aspect of His work (Isa. 53). 

Even the Samaritans, though a mixed 
people maintaining a rival worship to 
that centered in the Temple at Jerusa- 
lem, cherished the hope of the coming 
of the Messiah, who would bring to men 
full understanding of the ways of the 
Lord (John 4:25). 

But although His coming. was so 
plainly predicted, yet when Jesus ap- 
peared in the fullness of time, “he came 
unto his own, and his own received him 


not” (John 1:11), for He did rot answer 
to their carnal expectations. They were 
looking for a great warrior-king who 
would deliver Israel from Gentile dom- 
ination and establish them in prosperity 
on the earth without an inward spir- 
itual change. So they fulfilled their own 
Scriptures in rejecting the one God had 
sent to be their Saviour. 


The Historical Setting 


Our lesson is taken from three of the 
Old Testament prophetic books. Ezekiel 


prophesied among the exiles in Chaldea 


before and after the fall of Jerusalem, 
Daniel was called to the prophetic office 
somewhat later, and flourished during 
the later days of the Babylonian Em- 
pire and the early years of-the Medo- 
Persian dominion. Zechariah was a 
post-exilic prophet, who arose among the 
returned remnant to encourage them in 
rebuilding the Temple and the city of 
Jerusalem, by visions of the coming 
Messianic glory. 


Verse by Verse 


Ezek. 34:23.—“I will set up one shep- 
herd over them.” Our Lord applied this 
prophecy to Himself as the Good Shep- 
herd, who should gather the saved out 
of Israel and the nations into one flock. 
See John 10 throughout. 

Verse 24.—“My servant David a prince 
among them.” Messiah was to come of 
,David’s line and to reign on David's 
‘throne. 

Verse 25—"I will make with them a 
covenant of peace.” This will be when 
the New Covenant with Israel and Judah 


shall be confirmed (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 
8:8-13). All creation, even the lower 
animals, will be brought into blessing 
at that time, and the curse will be lifted 
from the earth. 

Verse 26.—“There shall be showers of 
blessing.” Not only will great material 
good accrue to the people of the world 
in Messiah’s day of power, but it will 
be a time of wonderful spiritual refresh- 
ment, when the whole world will know 
and worship the Lord. 


Verse 27.—“They . . . shall know that 
I am the Lord, when I have broken the 
bands of their yoke.” Israel, freed from 
Gentile tyranny, shall realize that God 
has vindicated His name and fulfilled 
His promises in thus giving them deliv- 
erance from their foes and bringing 
them again into happy relationship with 
Himself, 

Verse 28.—“They shall dwell safely, 
and none shall make them afraid.” Set- 
tled in their own land, under Jehovah's 
protecting care, the long, weary years 
of oppression will end in gladness as 
the restored nation, having been regen- 
erated by the Word and Spirit of God, 
will enjoy a security they have never 
known since the days of King Solomon’s 
peaceful reign. ‘ 

Dan. 7:13.—“One like the Son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven.” 
To this aspect of His coming our Lord 
refers in Matthew 25:31, and the-Spirit 
of God reaffirms it in Revelation 1:7. 
The Son of man will receive the King- 
dom, not from man, but from God the 
Father, and will appear in power and 
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glory to usher in the long-expected era 
of peaee and righteousness. 


Verse 14.—“His dominion is an ever- 
lasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away.” Messiah’s authority. will never 
come to an end, and His Kingdom will 
never be superseded by another, for 
even when the Son delivers up the medi- 
atorial Kingdom to the Father, “that God 
may be all in all” (1 Cor, 15:28), it will 
still be the Kingdom which Christ Him- 
self established. 


Zech. 9:9.—“Rejoice greatly, O daugh- 
ter of Zion ,.. behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee.’ This verse was fulfilied 
literally at Messiah’s first coming, when 
He presented Himself to the people of 
Jerusalem as the promised King, 


Verse 10.—‘He shall speak peace unto 
the heathen: and his dominion shall be 
from sea to sea.” This part of the proph- 
ecy has not yet been fulfilled and awaits 
the return of Him whom the nation of 
the Jews and the Gentile rulers rejected 
when He came in lowly grace. 


Chap. 12:10—“They shall look upon 
me whom they have pierced.” When 
Jesus comes again He will be recognized 
by Israel as their Messiah, and they will 
bow in repentance at His feet as they 
mourn their former rejection of His 
claims. 


Chap. 13:1.—“In that day there shall 
be a fountain opened to the house of 
David ,. . for sin and for uncleanness.” 
Notice, it does not say, as so often 
quoted, “a fountain opened in the house 
of David,” but to the house of David. 
When Israel turns to the Lord as they 
behold Him when He comes again, their 
sins and iniquities will be forgiven them, 
and they will find cleansing from their 
uncleanness. That fountain is open now 
for all who will avail themselves of its 
cleansing efficacy, but it will not be until 
His second advent that Israel will enter 
into the truth of it. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Messiah’s coming to earth is brought 
before us in the Old Testament proph- 
ecies as occurring in two distinct ad- 
vents. The prophets speak of the suffer- 
ings of Christ and the glory that should 
follow (1 Pet. 1:11). Christ came once 
to suffer, thereby paying the price for 
our redemption. He is coming again to 
fulfill all the prophecies relating to the 
glory of the Kingdom. We today live 
between these two great events. We 
look back with adoring gratitude to the 
Cross as the basis of all our blessing. 
We look on in holy expectation to His 
return, when we shall reign with Him 
in Glory. Meantime, “blindness in part 
is happened to Israel” (Rom, 11:25), 
which will be removed when their Mes- 
siah reappears and reveals Himself to 
them as the one for whom they have 
waited so long. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. June 13.—Esther’s Zeal for Her 
SD cg.siee naawn dat uecesyl cacao ae 


Next Week’s Lesson 
13. June 27.—-From Malachi to Christ. 
Daniel 2:31-45; 8; 11; Malachi 3: 
1-5; 4; Luke 1:67-79; 2:25-33; John 
10:22, 23 
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Lesson Outline 


1. The Shepherd of Israel (Ezek, 34: 23- 
26) 

2. The Son of man receiving the King- 
dom (Dan. 7:13, 14) 

3. The King enters Jerusalem (Zech. 
9:9) 

4. The extent of the Messianic Kingdom 
(v. 10) 

5. The King recognized at His second 
advent (chap. 12:10) 

6. Israel’s cleansing and _ deliverance 
(chap. 13:1) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


It is important to notice when read- 
ing the Old Testament prophecies of the 
Messiah, whether they have been ful- 
filled already when Christ came the first 
time or whether they await fulfillment 
at His second coming. It is a very forced 
interpretation that would endeavor to 
make the Kingdom prophecies fit into 
the work of God in this present age. 
The calling of the Church, the body of 
Christ, was a hidden mystery until re- 
vealed in New Testament times. Dur- 
ing all this present period Israel, nation- 
ally, is set to one side, to be taken up 
by God again after the Church has 
finished its testimony. Then all that re- 
mains to be fulfilled concerning the com- 
ing of the King, the restoration of Is- 
rael, and the blessing of the nations as 
a whole, will come to pass. 


Summaries and Applications 


It is a sad comment on the unbelief 
of the human heart that the very people 
who were waiting professedly for the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macauley 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
HAT chapter in the New Testament is 
the counterpart of Ezekiel 34? 


2. What are the Messianic blessings 
promised in our Ezekiel passage? 


3. When will these blessings be realized? 

4. How are these references to David (vs. 
23, 24) to be understood? 

5. Who is the Son of man referred to in 
Daniel 7:13? P 

6. Where is there an expansion of this 
vision of Daniel? 

7. What heathen kings used language like 
Daniel 7:14 in ascriptions of praise to God? 

8, How does Zechariah 9:9 differ from the 
Messianic prophecies already - mentioned? 


9. What great event is described in Zech- 
ariah 12:9 to 13:1? , 


10. What law of salvation do we find in 
this passage, applicable at all times? 


(Answers on page 512) 
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promised Messiah rejected Him when 
He appeared among them. 

Have we received the. Saviour with 
whose coming we are so well acquainted, 
or are we content to know all about Him 
without knowing Him? 

During this age of grace, Jew and Gen- 
tile stand on one level before God— 
both are sinners, and for both there is 
salvation provided, which will be theirs 
if they but turn to Christ. When He 
comes again He will make Israel a nation 
of blessing to the whole world, 

CHICAGO, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merciful 
Father, who first promised the Redeemer 
when man fell into sin, we praise Thee 
that the long-hoped-for Saviour came at 
last, and that we know Him and His 
power to save, Unto us and to all men was 
the Saviour born, the wonderful Child who 
changed the world. Yet some have still 
to hear of Him, and others who have 
heard have still to yield to Him. O Lord, 
send out Thy messengers to tell the Good 
News, and let Thy power go with the 
message that men may feel their need 
and be drawn to the Lord Jesus. Give 
us a fresh sense of our privilege in hav- 
ing the Gospel, and make us responsive 
to its call and claim upon us. May our 
troubled world learn that there is no 
peace for it while men neglect the 
Prince of Peace. May the anxieties of 
this hour drive men to Christ. Give us 
Thy blessing in our studies today, and 
make this new week bright with glad 
and faithful doing of Thy will. Be a 
very present help to all in trouble, re- 
membering not against them their sins. 
Forgive and cleanse us all as we have 
neea, and grant our prayers for our 
Saviour’s sake. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Not long ago I re- 
ceived a letter from a German prisoner 
of war in North Africa. He said, “You 
will be rejoiced to hear that I found the 
Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour here 
in the Salvation Army.” Then he added, 





MY LIFE’S GOVERNMENT 
Ox mis SHOULDER? 


“Now I am blest, and my sorrows have 
vanished as the Lord is my leader.” I 
like those last words, “the Lord is my 
leader.” They mean he has turned the 
government of his life over to~Christ. 
Our Golden Text tells of the Wonder- 
Child who would some day be born. It 
says that “the government shall be upon 
his shoulder,” and He would be Prince 
of Peace. For centuries Israel hoped for 
His coming, but when He came many 
would not receive Him. They wanted 
to govern their own lives, and would 
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not have Him. But othets did receive 
Him. They put the government of their 
lives on His shoulder, and for them 
everything was wonderfully ehanged: 
Just think of what the Lord Jesus did 
with those Galilean fishermen who left 
all to follow Him. Someone once said, 
“Judge Jesus Christ by the men He has 
mastered.” Yes, indeed, by those who 
at the first and others who since have 
let Him take over the governing of their 
lives. What Jesus Christ makes of peo- 
ple who turn their lives over to Him 
shows Him to be the best Master of men, 
and a great Saviour of sinners. Who 
governs your life, Satan or Christ? Self 
or the Saviour? 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“And I will set up one shepherd over 
them, and he shall feed them” (Ezek. 
34:23).—The Lord Jesus, at His first ad- 
vent, saw the multitudes, and was moved 
with compassion on them, “because they 
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). 

He graciously presented Himself to 
them as the “good shepherd,” who 
would even die for them (John 10), But 
they refused Him in that character, and 
preferred Herod in the role of a “fox.” 
(Luke 13:32.) As a consequence they 
were fleeced, scattered, and slain, instead 
of being fed. 

And such ill-treatment has been their 
sad lot ever since. It is authoritatively 
reported that six million Jews were dis- 
possessed and cruelly slaughtered dur- 
ing World War II. 

They must now await the Lord’s sec- 
ond advent for the fulfillment of 
Ezekiel’s prophecies regarding their 
Shepherd. As individuals today, they 
may place personal faith in the One 
whom the nation rejected, and become 
part of that “remnant according to the 


‘election of grace” (Rom. 11:5). 


“And I will make with them a covenant 
of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to 
cease . . . and they shall dwell safely 

. . and sleep in the woods” (Ezek. 34: 
25).—After the rapture of the church, 
men shall exclaim: ‘Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them; . . . and they shall not escape” (1 
Thess. 5:3) because that’ peace and 
safety shall be manufactured by evil men 
in a state of rebellion against God. 

But Israel’s future “peace and safety” 
shall be of the Lord’s own providing, 
after the great tribulation that shall 
come upon them. 

It was years ago that I first noticed the 
expression used in the verse under’ con- 
sideration: “and sleep in the woods.” 
Being a lover of God’s great outdoors, 
the expression appealed to me. Having 
often slept in the woods, I am acquainted 
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with the natural fears and creepy feel- 
ings which such sleepers sometimes ex- 
perience. In the pitch darkness, the 
rustle of leaves, the dalling of a cone, 
and other sounds can be misinterpreted 
to mean the approach of a mountain lion, 
the presence of a grizzly bear, or the 
coming of a wild man. 

The expression has always helped me 
to visualize the peaceful, safe, and fear- 
less rest which Israel shall enjoy, once 
the Lord completely delivers her from 
all enemies, devilish, human, and bestial ! 


“I will cause the shower to come down 
in his season; there shall be showers of 
blessing” (Ezek, 34:26).—If we have not 
been doing it heretofore, let us recall 
from now on when singing: 

“There shall be showers of blessing’ — 

Precious reviving again; 
Over the hills and the valleys, s 
Sound of abundance of rain 
that that “promise of love” was first 
given to Israel, and shall in due time 
be fulfilled to them. Regardless of how 
spiritually dry and barren Israel ap- 
pears at present, when the reviving from 
the Lord overtakes her, she “shall be 
in the midst of many people as a dew 
from the Lord, as the showers upon the 
grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor 
waiteth for the sons of men” (Mic. 5:7). 
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While visiting Palestine, Mr. Shelley, 
a sterling Christian gentleman and presi- 
dent of the chamber of commerce in 
Jerusalem, who has lived in Jerusalem 
since World'War I, said to me: “If is 
true that Palestine is recéiving more 
rain than heretofore, but we still de- 
pend largely on aqueducts; so do what 
you can to correct the idea that the 
land is already receiving the promised 
‘early and latter rains’; for when that 
divine promise is fulfilled, there shall 
be ‘showers of rain, to every one grass 
in the field’ !”’ (Zech. 10:1.) 

Although the interpretation belongs to 
Israel, an application of the promise can 
be made to the Church, for the Lord 
is abundantly able and willing to send 
showers of blessing upon individual be- 
lievers and upon the Church at large. 

“There shall be showers of blessing”: 

Oh, that today they might fall, 

Now as to God we’re confessing, 

Now as on Jesus we call! 

“They shall be safe in their land, and 
shall know that I am the Lord” (Ezek. 
34: 27).—What a contrast to their present 
condition! The Jews in the land of 
Palestine dare not travel for fear of be- 
ing fired upon or waylaid and killed. 
They dare not stop in a hotel for fear 
it will be dynamited. They dare not 


“THY KINGDOM COME” 
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© (T]is dominion is an everlasting dominion--and his 
kingdom that which shall net be destroyed” 


(DAN. '7:14.) 
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walk about for fear of being enmeshed 
in a melee with Arabs. 

The following threat shall have its 
complete fulfillment during “the time of 
Jacob’s trouble’—the Great Tribula- 
tion — nevertheless it is having a par- 
tial fulfillment now: “And thy life shall 
hang in doubt before thee; and thou 
shalt fear day and night, and shalt have 
none assurance of thy life: in the morn- 
ing thou shalt say, Would God it were 
even! and at even thou shalt say, Would 
God it were morning! for the fear of 
thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, 
and for the sight of thine eyes which 
thou shalt see” (Deut, 28:66, 67). 


“IT saw ... and, behold, one like the 
Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, . . . and there was given him 


: an everlasting dominion, which 
Mall not pass away, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed” (Dan. 
7:13, 14).—If I have counted correctly, 
the Lord Jesus Christ is called “Son of 
man” eighty-four times in the four Gos- 
pels alone — hence there can be no diffi- 
culty in identifying the Son of man. Our 
blessed Saviour who was given a crown 
of thorns, a reed scepter, a cast-off pur- 
ple robe, and a criminal’s gibbet shall 
one day be given an everlasting domin- 
ion. The Church shall reign with Him. 
Israel shall be the head of the nations, 
and all the sheep nations shall share 
the glories of the millennial reign. 

Wawona, CaLir, 


ve 
Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, twenty-five centuries 
ago the world was in a state of mind 


much like that which exists today. It was - 


a state of confusion, a state of disappoint- 
ment, and a state of expectation. Particu- 
larly was this true with God’s Chosen 
People, the Jews. Their land, “flowing 
with milk and honey,” had been invaded 
and captured, and they were under the 
rule of a tyrannical foreign power. But 
the Jews had the word of God that they 
would be liberated; that a Messiah 
would come and put all enemies under 
His feet (Psa. 110:1); that the throne 
of David would be re-established. This 
was promised in the most glowing terms 
by the prophets Ezekiel, Daniel, and 
Zechariah, as recorded in our lesson 
text for today, and the Jews were look- 
ing confidently to the coming of their 
great King, who would bring peace to 
Israel. One of the promises was: “They 
shall be safe in their land” (Ezek. 34:27). 


Nearly six centuries passed afd then 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah of prophecy, 


came. But He came to establish a’spir- - 


itual and not a temporal kingdom. 
Therefore many of the Jews rejected 
Him and crucifgd Him as an imposter, 
Many Jews to this day are still waiting 
for the fulfillment of the prophecy. But 
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there were also a great many Jews, like 
the apostles, including Paul, and a mul- 
titude of believers who accepted Jesus 
as the promised Messiah and received 
Him as their Saviour. Jesus did come 
as the great liberator from the penalty 
of sin, and that was far more important 
than any earthly rule. 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). “And 
his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace” 
(Isa. 9:6). 

Now, fellows, we have today, twenty- 
five centuries later, much of the same 
situation, but upon a vastly enlarged 
scale. A large part of the world is be- 
ing ground under the heels of despotic 
power, while the rest of the world (and 
that includes us) is trembling under the 
tyranny of fear. America in past years 
has felt so secure and safe, because of 
its great ocean barriers, but in the last 
decade those oceans have dwindled to 
trickling streams, so far as affording de- 
fense against air power and atomic 
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bombs. There is a dictator power in 
Europe, growing stronger day by day. 
Like a giant octopus, it has only in the 
past few months extended its tentacles 
and enclosed a number of adjoining 
nations in its grasp and at this moment 
is planning for more. As this mount- 
ing shadow, like a storm ckoud, extends 
itself over northern and eastern Europe, 
the whole continent is jittery with fore- 
bodings. The countries bordering upon 
the Mediterranean are trying to brace 
themselves to avoid becoming involved. 
Even sturdy old England is spending 
sleepless nights, while South American 
countries under the leadership of the 
United States are trying to form a de- 
fensive alliance against the common foe. 
Asia, including China, has already been 
penetrated. Many statesmen and leaders 
are predicting that a third world war 
is inevitable sooner or later. 
So today the world, including us, is in 
a state of confusion, and of fear, and of 
expectation. The world’s foremost states- 
men, cleverest diplomats, smartest in- 
dustrialists, keenest philosophers, top 
military men, and greatest scientists 
have met, have devised, have debated, 
have tried their utmost, like Nebuchad- 
) nezzar’s magicians, astrologers, Chal- 
deans, and soothsayers (Dan, 4:7), and 
have failed utterly to find a way of in- 
ternational peace. For a certain group, 
that word “expectation” holds the only 
hope of peace. It is the group that con- 
fidently looks for the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 














' He came first in fulfillment of God's Oars up — anchor down. And the fisherman opens up his well- 
promise of a Messiah and a Saviour of equipped tackle box with a smile. Come what may, he knows that 
sinners. He fulfilled that mission and re- he's prepared! 
turned to the Father, but not without ‘ _ . 
promising to return as King. He never You can face the future with the same keen anticipation — the 
broke a covenant, ‘and He will not fail same freedom from care—when you prepare for the years ahead 
of this one. And when He comes there through Moody annuities. Then you have the peace of mind which 
: will be peace—for those who are ex- comes from knowing you can count on an unfailing and generous 
pecting Him. Indeed, there is peace now financial return, year after year for life. In time of depression or of 


in the hearts and minds of those who are plenty, you can depend on the help of regular annuity. checks. 


expecting Him in accotdance ‘with His But the preparation you make through a Moody annuity is two- 


promise; and no matter what threatens ‘ , Ss ,. : 
ap what himpéns, we heve no fear, for fold. Besides giving you assurance of a financial return, the funds 


His protecting power, also promised, is you place will also help to provide tuition-free training for con- 
present with us. Coming crystal clear secrated men and women at Moody Bible Institute. Thus throughout 
to us down through the ages are the your life, your annuity dollars will give you an important share in 
words of God, by His prophet Isaiah: preparing young people for full-time Christian service. 

“Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I Learn how you can enjoy the peace of mind which comes from 


have called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine. When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou 
shalt not be burned; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee. For I am the 
Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is gee for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not pe gages, from earlier “Tllustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of th 

esent pai shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the tal submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

When We Accept His Pardon.—For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given:.and the government shall be 
‘upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6, Golden 
Text). Thaddeus Stevens once took a 
woman to visit Mr. Lincoln. Her son 
was under the sentence of death. The 
President pardoned the lad and put aside 
the death sentence. The mother was so 
overcome that for a long time after 
leaving the President’s office she was 
silent. Then she burst out, “I knew it 
was a lie!” “What?” asked Stevens. 
“Why, they told me he was an ugly 
looking man, but he is the handsomest 
man I ever saw in my life.” Just so, no 
one will ever know what a wonderful 
Saviour we have until he accepts His 
pardon and looks full into His wonderful 
face !—From the Alliance Weekly. Sent 


by Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 
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Which Is Figurative?—And I will set 
up one shepherd over them, ... even 
my servant David (Ezek. 34:23). I heard 
of a Jew who had a conversation with 
a preacher regarding verses 31-33 of the 
first chapter of Luke. Said the Jew, 
“Do you expect me to believe the state- 
ment that a virgin was to give birth to 
a son?” “Why, yes,’ said the preacher. 
“Do you believe that that really took 
place?” “Yes, of course I do.” “Well,” 
said the Jewish friend, “what about the 
verses following, which say, ‘God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and he shall reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end’?” “Oh,” said the 
minister, “I believe that is figurative lan- 
guage and refers to his spiritual reign 
over ,fhe church.” How inconsistent !” 
replied the Jew. “You expect me to be- 
lieve the verse that seems to be abso- 
lutely incredible, and then you spiritual- 
ize that which is credible and which I 
believe will have a literal fulfillment.” 
The difficulties are all with the man who 
takes the postmillennial view of our 
Lord’s return. The one who believes 
the prophecies of His literal return will 
not have any great difficulty preaching 
on the theme. Neither will it be hard 
for him to approach the Jew on the 
basis of Isaiah 53, when the latter turns 
to the later chapters regarding His 
earthly glory and says, “How about 
this?” I can say, “These shall all .be 
fulfilled, too, my brother — Christ came 
to suffer, and He is coming to reign.”— 
From a sermon ,by Dr. P. W. Philpott. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 
Prize illustration, 


An African’s Witness to Infidels —And 
I will make them ... a blessing (Ezek. 
34: 26). The Rev. Joseph Tyega, out- 
standing pastor of the Cameroun, West 
Africa, came to America for special study 


- at Princeton Seminary. During .the 


Christmas vacation, he underwent an 
operation in Presbyterian Hospital, New 
York City. While in bed recuperating, 
he found himself between a cynical Jew 
and an equally cynical graduate philos- 
ophy student, a foreign diplomat’s son. 
As Mr. Tyéga was reading his Bible, the 
graduate student remarked: “Do you 
believe that stuff? It’s foolish.” Where- 
upon Mr. Tyega replied, “It says right 
here that philosophers will call it fool- 
ish.” _By the week’s end both the gradu- 
ate student from Europe and the Amer- 
ican Jew had accepted Christ as Saviour 
—through the witness of an African 
student.—From “Light from Dark Coan- 
tinent,” by the Rev. Edward Fay Camp- 


bell, Sent by Anna A. Milligan, Sterling, 
Kans, 


If We Can’t Hold Out.—They shall be 
safe in their land, and shall know that 
I am the Lord, when I have broken the 
bands of their yoke, and delivered them 
(Ezek, 34:27). The preacher had de- 
livered himself of one of those eloquent 
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sermons during which he cited all the 
learned authorities to document his 
erudite lecture. There were many pretty 
passages and flights of eloquence — not 
too much old-fashioned religion or the 
beliefs on which we live—but chock- 
full of the ways and means to get along 
socially in this world. At the end he 
had quoted Kipling’s great poem en- 
titled “If.” In this poem he had reached 
the climax of his lecture. “If you can 
keep your head when all about you are 
losing theirs—if you can dare to place 
all you have in one toss and come back 
smiling if you lose...” Some young 
war veteran at the back of the audi- 
torium wailed out in a broken, sobbing 
voice: “But, Brother, suppose we can’t 
hold out? What will help us IF we are 
not made of the stuff that endures?” 
The modern erudite preacher had no 
answer. A little, old, wrinkled lady 
looked at the young man, and smiled: 
“T’ll tell you, mister. That’s where Jesus 
comes in. Jesus can take all those IF’S 
and put forward-looking faces on them.” 
—From “The Word of the Cross.” Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Complete Exposure.—His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion (Dan. 7:14). 
Sir Edward Gray tells of a native Afri- 
can chief who protested to a British of- 
ficial against having to pay taxes. It 
was explained to him that they were 
used to keep order in the country, so 
that men and women and flocks and 
herds were safe and all could live with- 
out fear. But the effect on the chief was 


‘to make him angry. Before the British 


came, he said, he could raid any neigh- 
bor he pleased, and could return with 
his loot of all kinds and be réceived in 
triumph by the women and the rest of 
the tribe. “Now,” he said, “you come 
here and tell me that I ought to pay 
taxes to be prevented from doing this, 
and it makes me mad.” So will it ap- 
pear to be with the millennial nations 
at the end. By many, if not most of 
them, the reign of Christ will be re- 
garded as intolerable, and when a vast 
rebellion is organized against it, the ex- 
posure of unregenerate humanity will be 
complete—From Dr. James M. Gray. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Except for the Red Spot.—His domin- 
ion shall be from sea even to sea, and 
from the river even to the ends of the 
earth (Zech. 9:10). Napoleon, after con- 
quering almost the whole of Europe, put 
his finger on the red spot on the map 
representing the British Isles, and said, 
“Were is not for that red spot, I’d con- 
quer the world!” So says Satan about 
the place called Calvary, where Jesus 
Christ shed His blood.—From “Springs 
in the Valley.” Sent by E, Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


A Clean Slate.—In that day there shall 
be. a fountain opened (Zech; 13:1). A 


_ little lad was told by his mother not 
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to play near a certain pond. One day 
the temptation was too much, and, ven- 
turing too close, he fell into the water. 
Met at the door by his nurse, he was 
told that his mother was ill. This made 
him very conscious of his wrongdoing 
and most uncomfortable. So he wrote 
on his school slate: “Dear Mother: I 
am sorry I have been bad. If you for- 
give me, please rub it out.” Back came 
the slate, perfectly clean, with all the 
writing erased. How like the love of 
God, who said: “I have blotted out, as 
a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, 
as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; 
for I have redeemed thee” (Isa. 44:22). 
—From the King’s Business.. Sent by 
Harold Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


ve 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
A PropLe LOOK FOR A DELIVERER 


HE story, “How Shall We Know 

Him?” -which appeared in THe Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times for March 13, 1948, 
makes an ideal introduction to this les- 
son. Ask one of the girls to be prepared 
either to read it well or to tell it in her 
own words. 

Isn’t it wonderful that the Old Tes- 
tament foretold the life of Christ so 
clearly that a Jewish family could be 
convinced by studying it that Christ was 
their Messiah?, Remember they had 
nothing but the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures to help them, 

Orthodox Jews have always believed 
the Old Testament to be God’s Word, 
and they have preserved its accuracy 
with the greatest care. We know God 
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‘Jesus is given dominion. 
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was back of this. He not only gave His 
Word to man, He also. preserved it. 
However, we owe the Jew our gratitude 
for insisting that every copy of the Old 
Testament be absolutely perfect. If a 
single mistake was found in any copy 
the whole manuscript was destroyed. 
Knowing this you can imagine how care- 
ful each copyist was. Of course the Jews 
know how carefully they have preserved 
the Old Testament, and so the orthodox 
Jews have complete confidence in it as the 
Word of God. They believe all its proph- 
ecies will be fulfilled, but somehow most 
of them have overlooked the prophecies of 
a suffering Saviour. They dwell much 
more on the prophecies of Christ’s glori- 
ous reign over the earth. 

Here are some of the prophecies ful- 
filled at Christ’s coming, which do not 
fit at all into the prophecies of His re- 
turn in triumph to reign. 

The Messiah was to be born in Beth- 
lehem (Mic. 5:2). 

He was to be*born of a virgin (Isa. 
7:14). 

He was to be called out of Egypt (Hos. 
213%). 

He was to come humbly and quietly 
(Isa. 42:1-3). 

He was to ride into Jerusalem on a colt 
(Zech. 9:9). 

He was to be sold for thirty pieces of 
silver (Zech. 11:12, 13). 

His garments were to be parted and 
lots cast for His vesture (Psa. 22:18). 

His hands and feet were to be pierced 
(Psa, 22:16). 

He was to suffer for the sins of His 
people (Isa. 53:4-6). 

He was to be raised again (Psa. 16:10), 


The first prophecy iri our lesson to- 
day (Ezek, 34:23-28) refers principally 
to’ Christ’s second coming to earth. (I 
believe you all know that before that 
time Christ is coming in the air to call 
His Church to Heaven.) Let us read it 
together. This prophecy refers to Christ 
as the Shepherd. At His first coring 
He. gave His life for His sheep, those 
who believe on Him. And today all 
who know Him as Saviour may know 
Him also as Shepherd. But the first 
time Christ came He was rejected by the 
Jews, and so He has not yet fulfilled 
the verses we have just read. He will 
fulfill every one of them when He is 
accepted as Shepherd of Israel. The 
Jews today are scattered all over the 
world in danger of every sort. What 
particular promises in these verses do 
you think are the greatest encourage- 
ment to those who believe them? (“They 
shall be safe in their land,” and “none 
shall make them afraid.”) 

Next we have Daniel 7:13, 14. How 
I love these verses! Here the Lord 
Over what? 
For how long? 

The fulfillment of Zechariah 12:10 is 
still future, but in it we find a reference 
to something that took place at Christ’s 
first coming. What was it? (“Whom 
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they have pierced.”) You and I will see 
the fulfillment of this prophecy. The 
devout persecuted remnant of Jews who 
are still on earth when Christ comes 
back to reign will all be saved. They 
are going to recognize the Lord Jesus 
whom they crucified, as their true de-. 
liverer. They will mourn deeply and 
repent and acknowledge Him as their 


Saviour as well as their Messiah. 


What will happen in that day? (Zech. 
13:1.) Rejecting Christ is the greatest 
sin it is possible to commit. The Jewish 
nation are guilty of that, and have suf- 
fered for it ever since. In many parts 
of the world they afe suffering terribly 
at the present time. They will suffer 
much more during the Great Tribulation, 
In fact, by the time Christ comes back 
to reign, there will only be a remnant 
of the Jewish nation left. The rest will 
have been wiped’ out during the time 
of “Jacob’s trouble.” This remnant will 
repent of their rejection of Christ from 
the bottom of their hearts and they will 
all be saved. See Romans 11:26, 27. 
Every one of them will take advantage 
of this fount where sins are washed 
away. And then they will be God’s 
happy redeemed earthly people enjoying 
the wonderful reign of Christ with every 
Old Testament prophecy of their bless- 
edness fulfilled. 


CONCLUSION 


Is there any girl here who has not yet 
accepted Christ as Saviour? If you have 
not accepted Him, you are rejecting Him. 
Jesus said, “He that is not with me is 
against me” (Matt. 12:30). Rejecting 
Christ is the greatest sin it is possible 
to commit. Unless you repent of that 
sin you will be lost forever. Perhaps 
you are not intentionally rejecting Him, 
but you are rejecting Him just the same 
unless you have accepted Him. 

If I should come to visit you and 
knock on your door, there are three 
things you can do, (i) You can open 
the door and say, “Come in.” (2) You 
can call out, “Go away. I don’t want 
you in here.” (3) You can just keep 
quiet and say nothing at all. In either 
of the last two cases the result would be 
the same. I would go away. The lasi 
method is not as rude as the second one, 
but it would have the same result. 

The Lord Jesus is knocking at the 
door of your heart this morning. Are 
you paying no attention? If you do not 
answer, He will finally leave you and 
you will have to share the doom of all 
those who reject Christ. But if you say, 
“Come into my heart, Lord Jesus,” He 
will come in and take your sins away 
and make you His forever. 

Let us close by singing that chorus, 
“Into my heart.” If you really mean it, 
He will come in. 


ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


(If all in the class are saved already, 
this is a good opportunity to interest 


' them in work among the Jews.) 


— 
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exactly as you and I were saved. Every 
Jew that we can win to Christ will 
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go to meet the Lord when He comes in 
the air for His redeemed. These will 
not have to go through the time of 
“Jacob’s trouble.” Let us do all we can 
to win the Jews to Christ. If we do not 
know any Jews that we can try to help, 
we can at least help to pay for the 
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being given to thousands of Jews today. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Looking for a Better Way 
(Ezek. 34:22-24; Zech. 9:9; John 10:14) 
ELEN had never seen her grand- 
mother. Helen and her parents 
lived in Massachusetts; Grandmother 
lived in California. One day a letter 
came saying that Grandmother was 
coming East sometime during the sum- 
mer to visit her daughter and family. 
How excited Helen was! “Oh, Mother, 
I can hardly wait to see Grammie!” 
Eagerly Helen gazed* at Grandmother's 
photograph, wondering if she would rec- 
ognize her the minute she stepped off 
the train, 

During the hard years when the Jews 
were in Babylon among foreign, heathen 
people, and God seemed so far away, 
God sent messages of Someone who 
would come. That Someone would bring 
so much of goadness and happiness with 
Him, that the people could hardly wait 
for Him to come. Such a long time it 
was ! 

Ezekiel received one message from God 
about this person. When He came, He 
would be like a shepherd to feed and 
protect His people. He would be like 
David. Like David He would be not 
only a shepherd but a prince, a king 
among His people. (Use pictures of 
shepherd and king. Read Ezek, 34:23, 
24.) How wonderful that would be! 
A loving king like that, who would care 
for His people—not the cruel, hard- 
hearted tyrant who now ruled over them 
and kept them far from their homes! 

Back in the homeland, when Haggai 
was encouraging the returned people to 
build the new Temple, he told them that 
the One they were looking for and want- 
ing, would come. He would come to 
this very Temple, and fill it with His 
glory. Would you like to read Haggai’s 
words? (Hag. 2:7. Use picture of Christ 
in ‘the Temple.) 

Zechariah, too, had a message about 
this coming person. He would bring 
salvation with Him. He would not be 


‘a proud, warlike king, but quiet, riding 


upon a donkey’s colt, when’ He came to 
Jerusalem. How happy they should be! 
(Use picture of Triumphal Entry. Read 
Zech. 9:9.) 

Malachi also, when he warned the 
priests about being careless, giving poor 
offerings to God, and breaking His laws, 
told them God said the One whom they 
looked for would come unexpectedly to 
What would happen to 
them then? (Mal. 3:1, 2.) 

Daniel had still a different picture of 


‘the coming king. In the clouds of heaven 


He would come before God, and would 
be given power and glory to rule over 
every country on the whole earth. And 
He would never stop being king. Lis- 
ten while I read it. (Dan..7:13, 14. Use 
picture of the globe.) Later Daniel had 
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more information about this person, 
whom they called the Messiah. He 
would take away sin. Even the date of 
His coming was told in secret numbers. 
And He would be killed! “From... 
the commandment . , . to build Jerusa- 
lem unto the Messiah the Prince shall 
be seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks. .. . After threescore and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not 
for himself” (Dan. 9:25, 26. Picture of 
crucifixion or a cross.) 

Do you wonder the discouraged peo- 
ple could hardly wait for this wonderful 
person to come? But He did not come 
right off, and many forgot and did not 
care. And when He did come, most of 
the people did not recognize Him. But 
some did, and loved Him. I am sure 
you know who He is! 

Have all the wonderful things the 
prophets knew about the Messiah come 
true yet? How puzzled Daniel must 
have been that He would be king for- 
ever, and yet be killed! But we know 
that after He was killed, He lived again, 
and the later prophecies in the New Tes- 
tament tell how He will come again in 
the clouds of Heaven, and become the 
real king over all this earth. “The Lord 
is good; his mercy is everlasting” (Psa. 
100:5, Memory Verse). He will keep 
His promises! ; 

ORONO, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Promise From God 
(Ezek. 34:22-24; Zech. 9:9) 


HAT are we going to do today? 

We have a lesson in two books. I 
think we will put a star in two strips, 
one in the green of Ezekiel and the 
other in the indigo of Zechariah. Why 
a star? Because they are foretelling 
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, 


Ezekiel tells us that God will set up 
one shepherd over His people when He 
will have brought them back to their 
own land, and that they shall dwell 
there safely. David shall be their shep- 
herd, and God shall be their God, © 


But Ezekiel was looking far ahead, 
so far ahead that what he foretold has 
not yet come to pass, while Zechariah 
tells something that has happened. Did 
you ever look at a range of mountains 
that looked like one row of hills, but 
when you drove to them) you found that 
there were several ranges with valleys 
between? That is like prophecy. 
Ezekiel saw the last great range of 
prophecy, the day of the Lord, but Zech- 
ariah saw the near range, the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ to be born in 
Bethlehem. Ezekiel saw the second com- 
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ing of Christ and Zechariah saw the 
first coming. 

And what definite prophecy there is 
in Zechariah: “Behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee: he is just, and having salva- 
tion; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and 
upon a colt the foal of an ass.” Do you 
remember a lesson we had a while back 
about Jesus riding into Jerusalem upon 
an ass, and how His disciples had bor- 
rowed the animal for the Lord to ride 
that day? We call it the Triumphal 
Entry. And God told Zechariah about 
it nearly five hundred years before it 
happened. The only reason the prophets 
could tell these things was because God 
told them. 

All through the Old Testament there 
are verses telling that Jesus was coming. 
God was always trying to make His peo- 
ple understand that His Son was coming, 
but they were dull of hearing, and 
seemed not to have known it. A few 
always believed Him, Then when Jesus 
came, He did the things that the prophets 
had told about Him. David had told 
how He would be crucified. The story 
of Jonah was a picture of His death and 
resurrection. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Balaam, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Daniel, and others all told of 
His coming. 

Yet when Jesus came, the Jewish 
rulers did not know Him and would not 
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accept Him. They never rested until 
they had Him crucified. 


But people today are just as slow to 
believe. All through the Bible, Old Tes- 
tament and New, are promises that Jesus 
will return. He said it Himself to the 
disciples who saw Him ascend into 
Heaven. He had told them He was go- 
ing away, and that He would return. 
Then the angel told them again after 
He had gone out of sight; that the Lord 
Jesus Christ would return in the same 
manner as He had gone. But how few 
people are looking for Him to come 
again ! ‘ 

Even Christians, many of them, are 
not expecting Jesus to return. But, chil- 
dren, He is surely coming, and from the 
way things are going, it cannot be too 
far away. Children should be glad He 
is coming, for He is the same Jesus who 
said, “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me.” He will love the children just 
as He always has. But the important thing 
for you is to be ready for His coming. 
No, you do not need a new dress or a 
new suit. But you do need a new heart, 
if you have not already asked the Lord 
Jesus to come into your heart and make 
it clean and pure, and leave. His Holy 
Spirit there to keep it pure. Is He your 
Saviour? Do you love Him? Then you 
will be glad at His coming. 

My two little grandsons look forward 
eagerly to the time when they can see 
the dear little sister who went to live 
with Jesus. In the same way we should 
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look forward to seeing the Lord Jesus 
Himself. 
FE.LTon, CALIF, 
we 


. 5 . 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 502) 
1. John 10, the Good Shepherd chapter. 
2. Abundance, peace, security, freedom. 


3. In the evangelical sense, now; in the 
millennial sense, after the Lord’s return; in 
the ultimate sense, in eternity. 


4. As referring to “great David's greater 
Son,” the Lord Jesus, the Messiah. See also 
Jeremiah 30:9. 


5. Our Lord refers to Himself in similar 
terms. (See Mark 14:62.) 


6, Revelation 5, where our Lord’s investi- 
ture is given in much more detail. 


7. Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4:34) and Darius 
(chap. 6:26). Doubtless they were acknowl- 
edging what Daniel had declared to them 
(chap. 2:44). 


8. It refers to His appearing in meekness, 
riding to the sacrifice of salvation (Matt. 
21:4, 5, etc.) 


9. What is probably the most significant 
revival of all history, the spiritual awaken- 
ing of the Jews, which we believe is timed 
for the end of the age. Compare Acts 3: 
19-21. 


10. The order of the operation of grace: 
first, divine quickening and enlightenment, 
then repentance, then cleansing, 


The Young People’s | 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 20 
3. What Is the Radio Doing to You? 
(Prov. 4:20-27) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


IKE many other great discoveries 

and inventions that have been in- 
tended for the good and advancement 
of mankind, the radio has been per- 
verted and misused and appropriated by 
selfish or unprincipled or even vicious 
forces to a degree that makes serious- 
minded, careful-thinking people wonder 
if its evils do not often outweigh its 
advantages. Dr. Lee DeForest, the in- 
ventor of the three-element radio tube, 
and often referred to as the “father of 
radio,” is reported to have said to a 
meeting of American broadcasters: 
“What have you gentlemen done with 
my child? He was conceived as a potent 
instrumentality for culture, fine music, 
the uplifting of America’s mass intelli- 
gence. You have debased this child. 
You have made him a laughingstock to 
the intelligence.” 

And now radio’s child, television, is 
also giving concern to many earnest 
Christians, for while radio has brought 
into the home the word description and 
the simulated sounds of much that is 
objectionable, television is about to re- 
veal every act and facial expression, and 
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thus create a still greater problem for 
parents and for those who are responsi- 
ble for teaching and training young chil- 
dren, 
wy 
In answering the question raised by 
our topic, we must not overlook the fact 
that radio has many good points. It can 
be informative, educational, entertaining, 
amusing, and often inspiring. To shut- 
ins, the sick, infirm, and aged it brings 
many hours of release and comfort. But, 
in carefully appraising radio’s value to 
us as Christian individuals, we shall do 
well to think carefully of seven ways 
in which radio may have an unfavorable 
or detrimental effect. 
ye 
1. Encroachment, It is possible for 
radio to make inroads upon time that 
should be given to other things. It is 
so easy to feel sometimes that we just 
must hear this or that program in order 
to find out what has happened to a cer- 
tain character, or to listen to a particu- 
larly amusing program, at the expense of 
something -that we should be doing that 
is of far greater importance. The habit 
may. be permitted to grow until it inter- 
feres with study, with home duties, with 
the reading of God’s Word and prayer 
time, and the like. 
we 
2. Distraction. There are those who 
have acquired: the habit of turning the 
radio on the minute they enter the 


‘ house, allowing it to run unchecked, 


through mealtime, family fellowship 
time, studies, and the like, without real- 
izing that even though nothing harmful 
comes into the home, the constant dis- 
traction is robbing each individual of 
something that is often more valuable 
than anything that comes over the air. 
In spite of what some claim, no one can 
give careful or undivided attention to 
one thing while the radio. is grinding 
out music or conversation. Certainly, 
in this day, everything possible needs 
to be done to preserve and conserve the 
home life and home relationships. Any- 
thing that constantly curtails or makes 
impossible the highest and best fellow- 
ship in the home becomes a menace, 
and certainly the best study and school 
work cannot be done under a free-run- 
ning radio. 
ye 


3. Inconstancy. The radio and tele- 
vision sometimes make it very easy to do 
things in the home that we would not 
think: of doing outside. For example, 
some earnest Christians would think 
twice. before attending a _ professional 
baseball or football game on Sunday. 
Yet these very ones will listen to or 
wateh such a game, broadcast over the 
radio or projected on a television screen, 
failing to see that this is not in keeping 
with a-Christian observance of the 
Lord’s Day. There are many who re- 
fuse tobacco. and intoxicants, and would 
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and yet who must be counted, week Christian Schools and Colleges 
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izations are true tothe fundamentals of 
the faith, before listening regularly to 
their programs. 

In personal appearances on the radio, 
very often false standards of fame and 
wealth and popularity and accomplish- 
ment are played up and magnified, to 
the confusion of the listeners. Inordi- 
nate desire for easy money and posses- 
sions is often played upon and culti- 
vated by clever advertising contests and 
quizzes. 

Even in the news, there are commen- 
tators who go beyond an unbiased news 
report to give their own views and pre- 
dictions, often colored by political al- 
legiances or pet grudges, or by the desire 
to create interest through exciting to 
fear or suspicion or hatred, and the like, 
A listener needs to exercise careful 
judgment, even in listening to the news, 
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5. Demoralization. Under this head- 
ing we must place much that is corrupt 
and unworthy in the crime plays, and 
dramatic presentations, and in the com- 
edy programs that come over the radio 
air lanes. There are some who will tell 
us that the crime programs are intended 
to teach that crime does not pay. How- 
ever, is it necessary to learn every detail 
of torturing a victim or committing a 
murder, and every thought that goes 
through the murderer’s brain in order 
to learn this? Is the balance correct 
when we are given twenty-nine and a 
half minutes of crime detail and half a 
minute of statement that crime does not 
pay? 

In radio drama we will be told that 
this is life, and, as such, is of interest. 
But the sordid and cheap and illicit and 
immoral are not part of the Christian’s 
life, and therefore are not to be dwelt 
upon (Phil, 4:8). In comedy programs 
will come frequently suggestiveness, or 
near profanity, or the derision or be- 
littling of sacred and honorable things, 
all of which certainly do not contribute 
anything helpful to the Christian life, 
and need to be guarded against carefully. 
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6. Substitution. Even when nothing 
particularly harmful is coming over the 
radio, it may substitute that which is 
cheap or unworthy, for that which is 
good. A listener may almost - uncon- 
sciously be led to substitute cheap music 
for the lasting and worth-while kind. 
He may learn to enjoy cheap humor — 
that which gets the laugh from the 
crowd —for real wit and fun. He may 
be drawn into substituting even good 
religious programs for attendance at 
church and participation with other be- 
lievers in the worship of God on the 
Lord’s Day. 

ve 


7. Paralyzation. Radio has rightly 
been criticized because it tends to satisfy 
the listener with passive amusement or 
entertainment. It requires no response 
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or participation on the part of the lis- 
tencr, and consequently, if indulged in 
to excess, will eventually take away the 
individucl’s ability to amuse himself or 
occupy himself actively in the interest 
and enjoyment of others. Sometimes 
radio mcy even become a substitute for 
independent or individual thinking, 
when it ig permitted to become the 
source of one’s information and opinions 
and ideas. 

As Christian believers, we need so 
much, as admonished in our Scripture 
lesson, to attend to the Word of God 
so that our standards may be kept high 
and true, and that we may not be drawn 
away from a consistent Christian walk 
by the subtleties that come to us over 
the air. Let us use the radio sensibly 
and wisely for what benefit it may bring, 
but let us ask God to guide us and guard 
us against its misuse, and against being 
deceived or misled by that which is 
harmful or doubtful, or merely non- 
essential. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


ve 
A Prison Epistle of 1943 


(Continued from second page) 


him into the light and to enable him 
there to live. He has no need to de- 
scribe these powers. He ‘has had too 
strong an experience of them for that. 
You are the people of God. You are 


to render this witness, to speak of the’ 


living and personal work of the Re- 
deemer. To Him you owe all. This is 
the primary mission of the Church, even 
its only mission. It is possible that at 
certain times the Church should sup- 
port this or that humanitarian cause, 
some social enterprise. But it should 
not be carried away by the impulses 
of the moment, or by the needs of men, 
save only in the coincidence which it 
sees prophetically between such enter- 
prises and the liberating power of God. 
The Church is not to see charitable 
works as its first duty, but to announce 
the powers of Father, Son, and Spirit, 
of Him without whose mercy man is 
nothing nor can be anything. 


Finally, be ye all of one mind (3:8). 
This is the miracle of the Church’s life. 
“The multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul” (Acts 
4:32). “Be likeminded, having the same 
love, being of one accord, of one mind” 
(Phil. 2:2). Indeed if the Church is 
made up of all those who have been re- 
deemed from eternal death, the joy of 
deliverance is such as to unify spontane- 
ously men of most different natures and 
to bring» them to the same feeling of 
gratitude toward God and of compas- 
sion for their brethren. The grace that 
has been given to them so dominates 
them that no difference can prevent them 
from being one in this grace. (Here is 
the true Church unity.) “Having com- 
passion one of another, love as brethren, 
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be pitiful, be courteous” (1 Pet, 3:8). 
You know what God has done for you 
and consequently what men have need 
of. Be that for them, merciful as your 
Father is merciful. Do not judge. Do 
not make yourself little gods. Do not 
anticipate the day of judgment, other- 
wise you yourselves will fall under judg- 
ment. Be humble, that is, forgetful of 
yourselves and thinking only of the 
benefits received from God and of the 
needs of your brethren. Humility is 
not a virtue in itself. It is the Christian 
name for all virtues. I act as a Chris- 
tian, or otherwise said, I am humble, 
when I attribute to God alone the credit 
for all which He has commanded and 
given me to do. Thus I realize daily 
that I am incapable by myself of do- 
ing it. 

Not rendering evil for evil (3:9). 
Break resolutely the infernal chain of 
human vengeance. Be the link which 
suddenly fails and which defeats the 
whole plan of Satan’s general staff. How 
furiously will he cry out: “The con- 
nection is broken. The whole maneuver, 
which I made ready in order to destroy 
families and generations in intermin- 
able hatreds, has gone bankrupt.” Yes, 
be of those who do not transmit hatred 
but keep its consequences on them- 
selves as their Saviour did, rendering 
blessing for malediction. Do not count 
on others to be the missing link in this 
chain of hate, but be it yourselves. You 
yourself, you alone, may suffice to make 
impossible the victory of the evil one. 
Let not evil go beyond you, but be al- 
ways the interrupter of the Satanic cur- 
rent. 

Who is he that will harm you, if ye 
be followers of that which is good? (3: 
13.) Be sure of this—the world can 
do evil to the follower of Jesus Christ, 
horrible evil, but it can do no evil to 
Him. Fear not, then, the suffering which 
its evil can cause you. Fear rather the 
evil which you commit in eluding these 
sufferings. Recall the Beatitudes and 
how happy they are who suffer for right- 
eousness. Men fear suffering above all. 
They have far greater fear of what may 
befall them than of the injury they may 
cause to others. Everything that hap- 
pens to you, on the other hand, is but 
an opportunity for obedience. Why does 
evil trouble you when there is only one 
evil, that of being separated from your 
Lord? 

But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts (3:14). The true sense of sanc- 
tification is not the pursuit of our own 
sanctification, as the Pharisees under- 
stand it, but sanctification by Jesus 
Christ alone. We are saints only in the 
measure that He lends us sanctification. 
We are naught else than a mirror re- 
flecting the eternal glory of the only 
Son of God. And all our task is to con- 
sent to be that mirror and to be it for- 
ever. 
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Be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of 
the hope that is in you (3:15). The re- 
quirement of personal witness by every 
Christian in his daily walk is nowhere 
expressed more clearly than here. It 
is striking that it is an appeal to make 
profession not so much to our faith as 
to our hope. In this matter of eschatol- 
ogy. 2nd the coming Kingdom, the faith- 
ful are reserved, not knowing too well 
what to think or what to say. Further, 
we are in this respect in some embar- 
rassment, for when those without ask 
us for our reasons, the hope of the King- 
dom must play a preponderant: role in 
our hearts. It is to our shame that we 
so rarely are asked regarding this hope, 
dear though it is to us. We should re- 
call that the mercy of God has regener- 
ated us just for this hope. To those who 
ask with sarcasm or curiosity or from 
real desire to know, we must prepare 
ourselves to say, and must ever say, “I 
hope not at all jn a betterment of my 
lot ... but in the coming of Jesus Christ 
and the establishment of His Kingdom.” 
It is clear and certain that God has 
given the promise of it in the resurrec- 
tion of His Son. This promise, which 
has regenerated me and broken the 
chains of despair, is so great that it is 
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"Stories of Hymns! 
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-- ae (By Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M. A. 


OF HYMNS. 





WHAT is America’s most popu- 
lar radio hymn? 

WHICH of blind Fanny Crosby's 
8000 hymns is best known? 

WHO was this writer: “His Pen 
was tipped with flame”? 

WHERE was ‘Onward Christian 
Soldiers” first sung? 

Pudin > . u | Gives the inspiring story behind 490 

‘ ’ i " years of hymnody. Kuthentic. . vividly 

Ms : A [A written. Ajoytoown ~and to. togive! Beav- 

tiful print rice $1.25. 
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JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 
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Build a Better Tomorrow 
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What can / do?, everyone asks. You can help make 
this world a better place to live in by facilitating 
the world-wide distribution of the Bible. Simply 
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make your own future more secure by purchasing 
an American Bible Society Annuity Agreement? 
In this way, you not only receive the peace of mind 
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money helps spread the Word of God—and so con- 
tributes to the peace of the world. 
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“I Shall Tell My 
Heavenly Father 
About Your Love” 


From a Hebrew Christian in Ger- 
many comes this stirring note: 


“IT have no words to express my 
happiness and my thanks to God 
and to you for the precious food 
package. My words are too smail 
to express what I feel. I stand be- 
fore you with empty hands and take 
this food package out of the gracious 
hand of the Lord Jesus Christ my 
Redeemer. Indeed God is a very 
present help in trouble. 

“We are two old women (one of 
us suffering with cancer) on the 
way to our Heavenly Home. When 
I see my Heavenly Father I shall 
tell Him about your sacrifice and 
your love, and the great joy which 
you brought to us in our stricken 
country after we had lost every- 
thing.” 

THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MIS- 
SIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, 
INC:, ministers to such as these in 
every part of the world. Thousands 
of Hebrew Christians and Jews 
travail in physical and spiritual af- 
fliction. Now is the hour for every 
child of God to show forth the love 
of Christ in an unmistakable manner. 

In His name and for His sake, will 
you join us in this greatest service 
any Christian may render at this 
time? Thousands of parcels of food 
and clothing, medicine, as well as 
the Word of God and a Christian 
testimony, must go out immediately. 

May we count on your prayers and 
gifts to strengthen this labor of love? 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Jeseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victer Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 


Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. P. 8S. DOBSON, M.A., W.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. 
Ontario, Canada ° 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent te all 
contributors and also on request. 
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impossible that God could not but keep 
it. All that Jesus accomplished in His 
suffering and His death to redeem us 
would have no meaning if He did not 
return in glory to dispense to us the 
grace received and to show Himself as our 
Liberator. Let everyone seek to pre- 
pare himself with God’s help to explain 
why he hopes and to find a way to ex- 
plain it patiently to his neighbor. We 
have no right to compromise the proc- 
lamation of the Kingdom by allowing 
any to believe that our hope is without 
foundation or reason. 

We know that hope is the strongest 
thing, the last word of human destiny. 
Those who mock do so in panic and 
despair. We should answer with the 
tranquillity of one who is sure in the 
matter, surer of the hope than of aught 
else in the world, more than of his own 
existence, sure of it as he is sure of the 
victory of his Lord, 
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Children at Home 


1. Water 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


EVEN-YEAR-OLD Feroza sat with 

her father in the crowded third class 
railway compartment. This was the 
first time she had ever been on a train, 
which perhaps isn’t so different from 
many children in America who go 
everywhere by car and nowhere by 
train, except that Feroza hadn’t been 
in a car,ieither. This was the first time 
Feroza had ever gone anywhere very 
far from her own village home. 

The trains in India are a great deal 
more crowded than American trains are, 
for the Indian people are great trav- 
elers, even though traveling on a hot 
day, and this was a hot day, isn’t much 
fun. At least American children wouldn’t 
think it much fun, when they couldn’t 
go to the end of the coach and get a 
cool drink of water in a clean paper 
cup. There are no such conveniences 
on an Indian train. At every station 
the train stops, and immediately Hindu 
water carriers, with brass jars filled with 
water, and Mohammedans, with filled 
goat skins slung over their shoulders, 
would go up and down the platform, 
calling, “Water! Hindu water!” “Water! 
Water for Mohammedans !” 

Now Feroza was just as thirsty on this 
very hot day as any of her Hindu and 
Mohammedan fellow passengers, but she 
was a Christian, and she heard no one 
calling, “Water! Water for Christians !” 


“I'm thirsty, Father. I want a drink,” . 


she said. 
“I'm thirsty, too,” her father said. 
“Look! Thetrain is stopping. Bring 


your cup and come quickly.” 
Hurrying to the public tap at the sta- 
tion, Feroza and her father filled their 





June 5, 1948 


cups with cold, refreshing water, and 
quickly went back to the train. 

“Does God give some water down in 
the earth for the Hindus, and some for 
the Mohammedans, and some for the 
Christians?” asked Feroza. 

“No, foolish one. God gives the same 
water for everyone. It is only that men 
have made this difference among them- 
selves. The Hindus say no one but 
Hindus must touch their food and drink, 
and the Mohammedans say they, too, 
must have separate drinking arrange- 
ments. Of course we know neither 
Hindus nor Mohammedans will let us 
Christians drink from their wells.” 

“Yes, I know,” answered Feroza. “They 
call us outcastes. But we aren’t out- 
castes, are we, Father? We are Chris- 
tians.” 

“Yes, we are Christians,” agreed Fe. 
roza’s father, 

Feroza was on her way from her vil- 
lage home to boarding school, and was 
excited, of course. It had been hard 
to say good-by to her mother and to 
her little sister and baby brother, but 
hadn’t the missionary told her all about 
this school to which she was going, and 
the fun she would have with all the 
“girls there? 

“Will I be the only new girl in 
school?” she asked. 

“Of course not,” said her father. “Lots 
of new girls will be entering school now. 
Get ready; the next station is Muridpur.” 

Feroza gathered together her few pos- 
sessions, and sat on the edge of the seat. 

“Now come,” said her father, as the 
train stopped. “Take my hand, little 
one, or you will get lost in this crowd.” 

It was a long walk to the edge of the 
city where the girls’ boarding school 


“was located. Feroza carefully carried 


on her head the nice new shoes her 
father had bought her, and trudged 
along the dusty road in her bare feet. 
She wasn’t going to spoil her new shoes 
right off! 

“Look, Daughter ! There is the school,” 
her father finally said. , 

“By the well?” asked Feroza. 

“Yes; see, the well waters the school 
garden, where turnips and carrots, and 
all sorts of vegetables are grown for 
the school.” 

Feroza looked at the well. The gar- 
dener sat behind a big bullock, encour- 
aging the animal by pokes and shouts to 
walk round and round, round and round, 
turning the, huge wheel on which was 
strung a chain of small earthen pots. 
The chain went down into the well, 
brought up the water, and the little ves. 
sels emptied it out into a trough from 
which it was directed through ditches 
into the garden. 

“Here we are,” said her father, as they 
came to the school gate. 

Soon the fees had been paid, tearful 
good-bys said, and Feroza had become 
one of the schoolgirls. 

All that the missionary had told her 

















ee 





eee ee ees 


Lesson for June 20 


about the school she found true. There 
were many little girls entering school for 
the first time, but from the first they were 
made to feel at home in the big school 
family. Feroza was given a place in a 
group whose “big sister” was Mariam. 
They all occupied one cottage together, 
and Mariam and the other big girls 
helped Feroza and the other little girls 
to learn to cook and keep their house 
and yard neat and clean. It was fun. 

One of the first things that Feroza 
noticed ‘when she came into the school- 
yard was an iron pump with a handle. 

“What is that?” she asked, 

“Oh, that’s a pump,” one of the older 
girls said. 

“What’s a pump?” asked Feroza. 

“Watch, I’ll show you.” The girl ran, 
and began to pump the handle up and 
down, up and down. Soon out of the 
spout the water gushed, a big stream of 
it, into a big earthen pot. Feroza was 
very much surprised. She had never 
seen anything like that. 

“This is much better than waiting on 
the old bullock to turn the wheel at 
the garden well,” said the girl. 

“Let me do it!” begged Feroza. 

Other new girls came running, and 
they all had to have a turn pumping 
the handle up and down, up and down. 


(To be continued) 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
(Continued from page 500) 


release from him. It is regrettable, how- 
ever, for if he has not changed from 
the time he asked and you accepted 
him, he is bound to suffer when you 
break the engagement, as it seems you 
must do. He would suffer far more to 
be married to you when you no longer 
care for him, than to be told the truth 
now. I do not mean “hints,” which you 
say you have already given him, and he 
does not take. The sooner you tell him 
frankly, kindly, that you wish to be free, 
the better for both of you. If you can- 
not see him alone, then write something 
like this: “I am sorry to tell you that 
my feelings toward you have changed, 
and as I do not feel as I used to, I am 
writing this to ask that the engagement 
be cancelled. I am returning your ring 
and other gifts, but esteem you as a 
friend, and hope always to do so.” Be 
brief, be definite. This is the only hon- 
orable course, and therefore the Chris- 
tian course. 

Because you enjoy THE SuNDAY ScHooL 
Times, I infer that you belong to Christ 
(though you don’t say so in your letter), 
since the Times is devoted to Him. And 
if you do, you should not engage your- 
self to anyone but a child of God (2 
Cor. 6:14, 15). And do you pray about 
everything that comes into your life? 
You should, dear girl. 

And be careful about promising too 
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1948 “A vacation in the foothills of the Adirondacks” 12th Year 


July 4 to August 29 Youth and General Conferences 


Speakers: Paul Rood, Walter Main, Charles Seidenspinner, Bishop Ryan, Pierre Dubose, Roy 
Brown, Victoria Demarest, etc. 


Recreation: Swimming, fishing, tennis, campfires, etc. Send for illustrated folder. 
MRS. EDNA MILLS, Registrar, Broadalbin, New York 
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W batever the occasion 


a fine Cord Lie 
makes a cherished gift 


@ This time of year is full of significant dates 
in young people’s lives... graduations, com- 
pleted courses in Bible study, and weddings. 





A fine Oxford Bible is a most appropriate 
Gift for each of these occasions . . . as Oxford 
Bibles have been in many generations of 
Christian American families. 


... for the June Bride 


White Morocco, limp, round corners, gold edges. 
With Marriage Certificate. No. 01154X . . . $7.50 









... for Graduation. 


A “Scofield” Reference Bible —indispensable 
to a complete understanding of the Scrip- 
tures. Choice of fine bindings. From $2.50 


Many beautiful editions now available 


The new Oxford editions are superbly bound 
with traditional Oxford craftsmanship . . . 
leathers are soft, rich, enduring; type faces, 
clear-and readable. Many styles are printed 
on the famous Oxford India Paper. 


Your bookseller will be glad to help you 
make your selection. 
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What Is It? 
By Dr. Hyman J. Appelman 
with l-year new subscription to the 


INTERNATIONAL EVANGELIST 


These vital ‘tend days’’ call for soul- 
searching which is stimulated by world- 
wide coverage of evangelistic thought in 
every issue. WRITE TODAY, enclose 
$1 for 1 year (12 issues). 
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AN INVITATION TO THE 


1948 Winona Lake 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


7 FULL WEEKS 
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Youth Conferences — 
: Jewish Evangeliim — 
Sacred Music, etc. 


Hear World's Outstanding 
Preachers and Bible Teachers 


Rev. Donald F. Ackland Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. 
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Dr. Louis $. Bauman Dr. John F. MacArthur 
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Or. Z. T. Johnson Dr. Harlan J. Roper 
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MODERATE HOTEL RATES 


Make reservations now. Address Dept ST 61 
John S. Ironside, Executive Manager 


WINONA LAKE CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY, INC 
WINONA LAKE INDIANA 








Glendale 4, Calif. 
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quickly again, won’t you, dear? Be- 
cause you have changed, and may change 
again as you mature — most young folks 
do in their teens. 
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The Times Gift Subscription Fund 


OR the benefit of missionaries on 

foreign and home fields, and other 
Christian workers who do not feel that 
they can afford a subscription, Tue Sun- 
pAY ScHOOL TIMES maintains a Gift Sub- 
scription Fund. This is kept up by the 
contributions of those who want to share 
with others the valuable information 
and spiritual help which they receive 
each week from the contributed articles, 
the lesson articles, and the editorials, as 
well as the advertisements, in the Times. 
Those who receive the Trmes through 
the Fund are. occasionally asked 
whether they would like to have their 
subscriptions continued. The following 
enthusiastic reply came recently from 
Miss Janette E. Miller, a loyal reader 
and experienced missionary: 





Missao de Ebanga . 
Vila Mariano Machado 
Africa 
January 3, 1948. 

Your annual question is again an- 
swered by a great big capitalized 
YES! You may like to know how 
many are helped by it, but they can- 
not be counted. I have clipped and 
sent them in many directions. I also 
have a large trunk of clippings which 
I dip into when need arises. 

You may like to know one plan for 
sudden demands for meetings. I fold 
into a “powder” for the pocket the 
Bible passage, questions, cartoon, and 
illustrations. All pockets and hand- 
bags are provided with a handful 
when I pack up to go to a village or 
merely step into a car for a casual 
outing, which is quite apt to end some- 
where with, “Miss Miller will say a 
few words.” 

It seems that wind and sunshine and 
car dust drive out every bit of sense 
from my mind so I meet such words 
with a perfect blank. But a quick 
“yes” and a dive into my pocket for 
a “powder” to refresh my memory 
saves the day. I do not always use 
it as it is, but a glance at its closely 
knit subject brings my stupid brain 
back into line, and the illustrations are 
so good, I can always find something 
adapted even to the native mind, and 
often miraculously to the very occa- 
sion. It seems the Lord must arrange 
those “powders” in a box so I will 
take the ones for special occasions. 

Many, many thanks. 


(Signed) Janette E. Miller. 
ww 


A Clever Pamphlet Against 
"Smoking 


N THE cover of a five-page folder 

is the picture of a pack of cigarettes 
called “Lucky Camfield,” with a dressed- 
up skeleton, smoking. Some of its “ad- 
vantages” are: “A cough in every puff,” 
“Gives you the greatest kick — right in 
the chest!” “Helps football players 
‘kick off’ —at an earlier age!” “Medical 
tests show that ‘L.C.’ has largest nico- 
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tine content,” “Call for ‘L.C.’ it satisfies 
the manufacturer—the tax collector, 
the doctor, and the undertaker,” “A 
longer smoke —a shorter life.” There 
are little drawings with such captions as, 
“Made Especially for Women,” “Chil- 
dren Will Like Them,” “Mortician’s De- 
light,” “Testimonials and Pictures So- 
licited !” . 

Of course the whole pamphlet is a 
satire on high-pressure advertising of 
modern cigarettes, and effectually ex- 
poses their harmfulness, 

The Times has already mentioned an 
earlier pamphlet on the same subject 
by the same author. This may be had 
from Edward L. Wertheim, 11 West 42nd 
St., New York 18; 10 cents each. 


w 
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With the New Books 


The Apostle John and The Apostle 
Peter (two separate volumes). By W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, D.D. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$3 and $2.50 respective!y.) The first of 
these two large volumes was published 
some twenty-five years ago by The Sun- 
day School Times Company, and the sec- 
ond more than thirty years ago by the 
American Tract Society in London. Both 
have been out of print for many years. 
The present publishers have done the 
Christian church a real service by re- 
printing these two works. Dr. G2iffith 
Thomas, one of the great English and 
American Bible teachers and preachers 
of the last fifty years, was for many 
years before his death one of the ablest 
speakers at Keswick conferences in both 
England and America, 

In “The Apostle John,” he deals first 
with, “The Life of the Apostle,” and then 
proceeds to “The Gospel,” “The Three 
Epistles,” and “The Revelation.” The 
second and third divisions supply an 
inspiring and devotional commentary of 
John’s Gospel and Letters, in the 
author’s inimitable style which is as 
fresh today as it was a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago. The fourth division is devoted 
to various outlines and interpretations 
of the Revelation rather than to a de- 
tailed commentary. 

In “The Apostle Peter,” Dr, Thomas 
again devotes a large portion of the 
volume to a detailed study of the char- 
acter and work of the man, and then 
turns to a devotional study of his writ- 
ings. 

In these two volumes are Christian 
biography, character study, and Scrip- 
ture exposition at its best. The pastor 
and Bible student will revel in the abun- 
dant feast spread out before him, while 
the ordinary reader will .be richly 
blessed and instructed in daily living by 
these Spirit-filled pages. 


The Giant of the Sierras. By Emerson 
Hartman. (Chapman and Grimes, Inc., 
Boston 16, $2.) In imagination, the 
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thoughts of a young forest ranger in 
California turn back to the days before 
the Flood. He envisages the life of 
Amech and Adah, and their adventures 
with a prehistoric giant and some of the 
animals that are now extinct — saber- 
tooth tigers, mastodons (p. 53), and 
giant reptiles. The author works into 
the story (in the form of footnotes) the 
reports of discoveries of various bones, 
including the reported finding of the 
skeleton of a giant elephant in the San 
‘Joaquin Valley in California (p. 53), and 
bones assumed to be the knee and toe 
bones of a man, who is supposed to havé 
been twenty feet tall (photograph, p. 50; 
description, p. 155). 

It would be helpful if the discoveries 
of several of the finds were better docu- 
mented. It is not too reassuring for a 
student to read that the huge human 
knee joint “was plowed up by some 
natives in the southern part of North 
America and given to a missionary. This 
man reportedly showed it to several 
doctors who assured him it was decidedly 
a human knee in spite of its size” (p. 
155). No footnote appears at this point 
to give reference to-a standard work in 
which this discovery is described. 

The author shows how discoveries of 
extinct animals may fit into the history 
of the world as set forth in the Scrip- 
tures. They give no evidence for evolu- 
tion. This reviewer feels. that future 
discoveries will show whether or not all 
of these materials fit into the period of 
the Flood, or if some may date from a 
period later, or possibly earlier, than the 
time of the Flood. It is not necessary 
to put every ancient discovery, fossil or 
otherwise, in the Flood Era. 


Christian Faith and My Job. By Alex- 
ander Miller. (Association Press, New 
York 17; $1.) Every thinking Christian 
is concerned with the problem of the 
relation of his faith to his bread-and- 
butter job. It is widely acknowledged 
that in our world system, dominated as 
it is by the prince of this world, a real 
dilemma of principle or so-called suc- 
cess is present. To many it seems that 
the only true Christian vocation is in 
full-time spiritual service. Although 
this little book does not pretend to be 
a vocational guide, it does seek to apply 
a Christian understanding of life to 
everyday work. A valuable service has 
been rendered in its deprecation of the 
mistaken notion that a preacher and 
his profession is of some mystical order 
higher than the layman and his lay 
work. The relation of the Christian to 
the State is well outlined, with some 
unusually clarifying arguments. 

Two criticisms of the book may be 
made. First, what believers term God’s 
call of a man to a certain life work is 
minimized in favor of a purely human 
equation of qualification and need. Quot- 
ing John R, Mott, the author says, “A 
need known and the capacity to meet 
that need—that constitutes a call.” 
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HOW MAY ATOMIC ENERGY 
AFFECT YOU ... in the light of 


final judgment according to the Bible? 


This noted Biblical authority, pastor, professor 
reveals his conclusions after extensive study ¢ 
atomic physics, ancient and modern phil hi 
and theories as related to Biblical teachings 
and prophecies. 


This book is the first evaluation of those 
elements, an important work of profound 
meaning for all Christianity. 


Published by 
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TARGET 
FOR TODAY 
IN EUROPE 


— the Evangelical 
Christian Minister 





Pastor and Mrs. J. A. H. 


MONG those most exposed to persecution and discrimination in 

continental Europe today are these faithful, Bible-believing Chris- 
tian pastors. They aré marked men — exposed targets. The LeTourneau 
Foundation has undertaken to help hundreds of these ministers and 
their families in many parts of Europe. Typical of the response from 
these hard-pressed saints is the following letter recently received from 
Pastor H. with its grim between-the-lines story of repression and 
privation: 


Finland den 22 mars 1948 
My dear Christian brother: 


The peace of God be with you. 


By this I wish to express my deep gratitude for 
your kind letter of Febr. 27th. Yesterday, more over, I was 
happy to receive from you a “Care package” which came as 
a bit of surprise to us, as we haven’t got any relatives or 
acquaintances in America. The package arrived in a good 
condition. I think we won’t forget the moment when it was 
unpacked. It contained the most wonderful things, to the 
great delight of my family. Our thoughts are very often in 
America, the country of liberty and human rights. Our hearts 
grow warm at the thought of transatlantic Christian brethren 
remembering us and sending us their gifts. We thank you and 
remember you in our prayers. God bless you and reward you. 


My best wishes for the brethren in America. God bless 
all of you. 
Your brother and friend, 
Pastor J. A. H. 
(Original letter on file) 


Believing that many Christian friends may wish to have a part in 
this blessed ministry, we invite you to send a food package through the 
LeTourneau Foundation —or write us for the name and address of a 
needy minister, and send it direct. 


Le Tl ourneau Foundation 
1270 Sixth Avenue Suite 2307 New York 20, WN. Y. 
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The second criticism, and by far the 
more serious, is that evidently the Chris- 
tian faith understood by the author is 
not the Christian faith of sound evangel- 
ical standards. Christ here is a pattern, 
not a redeemer. However, tle book does 
apply valid Christian principles to an 
important problem and_ will prove 
thought-provoking to the thoroughly 
grounded believer despite its limitations. 


A Harmony of the Gospels for Stu- 
dents, according to the text of “The Re- 
vised Standard Version.” By Ralph Dan- 





iel Heim, Professor of Christian 
Education and English Bible, Gettysburg 
Seminary. (Muhlenberg Press, Philadel- 
phia 7; $3.50.) A convenient, well- 
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printed, four-column harmony of handy 
size. The compiler states that he has 
sought to avoid minutia of all kinds, 
has emphasized the literary and relig- 
ious considerations, and has “given de- 
emphasis” to chronology. Footnotes are 
reduced to a minimum. Religious con- 
tent is stressed more than topography 
in the various headings. 

An avoidance of chronological prob- 
lems means to many an avoidance of 
factual historicity. What the compiler 
considers his virtues will be, for some, 
his weaknesses. The great harmony by 
A. T. Robertson gives abundant foot- 
notes, which are of the greatest help- 
fulness, and avoids no chronological 
problem. Heim’s harmony could be used 
if Robertson’s were not available. 

The compiler states that his work is 
arranged for the study of the synoptic 
Gospels. A brief comparison, however, 
with Burton and Goodspeed’s harmony 
of the Synoptics, with their elaborate 
and detailed line by line arrangement 
of all parallel materials, will show that, 
for careful critical analysis of the syn- 
optic problem, Heim’s work does not 
come up to that which is already: in 
the field. 

The advantage of the use of the new 
Revised Version is slight. 


Preacher and Prayer. By E. M. Bounds. 
(Zondervan Pub, House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $1.) If you are not willing to 
have your heart searched and your most 
cherished spiritual accomplishments 
dwarfed beside the picture of what you 
ought to be, if you are not willing to 
have your prayer life shown up in its 
true colors beside what it should be, 
then do not read this book. It is severe; 
too severe in some ways perhaps, and 
yet in view of the evident failure of the 
church to evangelize the world, one 
wonders. This book strips all but the 
best in preaching and praying of its 
glory. But if you love the Lord and 
yearn to be more usable in His hands, 
these: heart-piercing pages will inspire, 
correct, instruct, and edify. The upshot 
of it all is that the kind of preaching 
the world must have today can come 
only from the cleansed lips of crucified 
men. God can perform miracles ‘today, 
but He must have men who are not only 
willing but impelled to spend much 
time in prayer — the kind of prayer that 
lays hold on God and will not let Him 
go. Every Christian worker, preacher, 
and layman ought to get alone with 
this book for a day. 


Toward Certainty. By Robert H. Gear- 
hart,.Jr. (Association Press, 347 Madi- 
son Ave., New York 17; $1.50.) A far- 
mer Army chaplain and campus pastor 
writes out of twenty-five years of-ex- 


‘perience among young people. The pres- 


ent volume is an attempt to answer the 
questions: “What should I know to un- 
derstand all of this?” “What may I-be- 
lieve?” “For what’ can I hope?” The 
answers are, for the most ‘part, geod. 
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‘There is a conscious and purposeful 


avoidance of proof texts; the basis of 
certainty rather is self-consciousness, 
world-consciousness, and God-conscious- 
ness. Yet the result is a well-reasoned 
argument concerning the basic truths of 
the Bible. The author seems unneces- 
sarily wary of exact doctrinal state- 
ments, bewailing, for example, contro- 


versies as to whether the Bible is or 


contains the Word of God, and whether 
the Atonement is by substitution or ac- 
ceptilation. Yet he does preach Christ 
as very God, and His salvation as of 
grace. The weakest chapter, from the 
Christian standpoint, is on the future 
life. Here again is certainty, but surely 
our hope rests on a firmer foundation 
than that “the nature of man. ., . com- 
pels him universally to demand it.” An 
honest inquirer will find here a challenge 
to consider the claims of Christ and of 
the Bible. 


The Evangel. The good news of Jesus 
Christ the Son of God as told by the 
four evangelists; the life of Christ in 
the words of the Bible. Translated and 
arranged by Walther Eickmann, Ph.D., 
S.T.D. (Stratford House, Inc., New York 
17; $2.75.) A one-column harmony beau- 
tifully printed in large type, with thirty 
appropriate headings and a very few 
explanatory footnotes. The words of the 
Gospels are taken from the Greek text 
of Nestle, for the most part, and are set 
forth in a new and original translation. 
The system exemplified in the footnotes 
is to be commended. Untranslatable 
archaeological terms are briefly ex- 
plained. See, for example, the note on 
the word “phylacteries” (p. 196). The 
plan should have been carried out more 
completely. The word “denary” in Mat- 
thew 20:2, 9, 10, 13 should have been 
explained in terms of normal days’ 
wages. Without an explanation the mod- 
ern reader finds the word unintelligible. 
The note on the word “shewbread” (p. 
50) is entirely too meager: “Bread of 
exhibition. Presentation loaves.” This 
note leaves us right where we were. The 
author should have added, “As in Exo- 
dus 25:30,” or some such further ex- 
planation. 

An interesting and unique feature of 
this harmony is that the life of Christ 
is carried beyond the four Gospels by 
the use of Acts, chapters 1, 2, 9, and 11, 
and by the use of 1 Corinthians 11:25 
and 15:5-7. 

The translation seems to have definite 
merit. It is impossible for the reviewer 
to cover a translation book except by 
sampling it. Eickmann (p. 102) renders 
Mark 7:4, “And when they come from 
the market they will not eat without 
first purifying themselves. ...” Seri- 
ous doubt may be felt that there is any 
justification for his marginal rendering, 
“Or; They will not eat things from the 
market without first washing them.” 
The verb in Scrivener’s Greek Testa- 
ment (Textus Receptus) is baptisontai, 
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and in Nestle and other critical texts, 
’rantisontai, both verbs being clearly in 
the middle voice. 

The word parthenos is correctly trans- 
lated “virgin” in Matthew 1 (p. 11), but 
unfortunately, “young woman” in Luke 
1. Mary’s words as tfanslated in the 
King James Version, “How can these 
things be, since I know not a man?” are 
a literal rendering of the Greek. Eick- 
mann ‘has surely blundered in his trans- 
lation here (p. 7, “How can this be, 
when I know of noshusband?” Such a 
rendering is not intelligible in English, 
since the statement has been made just 
above that Mary “was engaged to a 
man of the House of David whose name 
was Joseph.” Mary certainly knew of 
a husband to be. A correct modern Eng- 
lish rendering would be, ““How can these 
things be while I have no husband?” 

There is no clear evidence of any mo- 
tive on the part of the translator other 
than the faithful rendering of the orig- 
inal. The notation on the cover, which 
seems to have been written by the trans- 
lator, says, “ ... the Holy Spirit . 
by inspiring the evangelists is the real 
author of the Gospel as also its true 
interpreter. May the Spirit of Truth 
lead the reader to the glorious truth 
of the Evangel: Jesus Christ is the same, 
yesterday, and today and throughout 
the ages.” 


Hebrews in the Greek ‘New Testament 
for the English Reader. By Kenneth S. 
Wuest, teacher of New Testament Greek 
in the Moody Bible Institute. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $2.50.) Professor Wuest’s writings 
are always interesting and helpful. How- 
ever, the student who has not had any 
training in Greek grammar should not 
get the impression that he is receiving 
here the benefits to be gained only. by 
the hard work of studying the Greek 
language itself. It should be made plain 
that the only ones who secure the full 
benefit of the Greek New Testament 
are those who spend much labor and 
effort upon grammatical study. 

With these qualifying remarks, it can 
still enthusiastically be said that the one 
who has not studied Greek, but who 
carefully studies the opinions of a 
scholar like Professor Wuest upon the 
Greek text, will gain much rich treas- 
ure which could not be had by the study 
of a mere trarislation. 

Professor Wuest in his opening sec- 
tion, discussing thé “historical back- 
ground of the letter,” correctly argues 
that a knowledge of the background is 
quite necessary for true interpretation. 

It is impossible to discuss any consid- 
erable portion of the important contri- 
butions which Professor Wuest has made 
to the understanding of significant pas- 
sages in the Epistle to the Hebrews. A 
book review of a commentary is not 
expected to be itself a commentary. 
“Sampling” will have to suffice. 

Professor Wuest says of Hebrews 2:11, 
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CARILLONIC BELLS 


Make the Loveliest 
Memorial of 7M... 


As a memorial for those who gave their 
lives in service, inscribe their names, 
not in perishable substances, but in 
the skyward tones of music—in 
Carillonic Bells, whose glorious song 
will rise day after day in praise 
and homage. 


This is the tribute that none will have 
to seek out, that will not yield its 
lustre to time. The tribute of Carillonic 
Bells, will send its message, pouring 
out in melody the wordless certainties 
of faith. And, listening, hearts will 
know, remember, reverence, those in 
whose honor the golden music sounds. 


Schulmerich Carillonic Bells, surpass- 
ing all chimes or bells, are eminentl 
suitable for such a memorial. 
quarter-century of electronic science 
has enabled Schulmerich to develop 
tones of luminous beauty, clearly 
audible, even at a distance, and re- 
sponsive to the most exacting degrees 
of modulation. They are simple to 
install, require no additional structure, 
and are moderate in cost. 


If you, too, would like to create a 

memorial in music for those whom 

you have loved and lost, we shall be 

glad to send you a descriptive booklet 

fiving complete details. Please address 
ept. ST-86 
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“The Lord Jesus and the saints are all 
out of one source. . , . That one source 
is God the Father. The Son in His deity 
proceeds by eternal generation from God 
the Father... .” This is quite radically 


‘contrary to the view of the new Son- 


ship of Christ,which the New Testa- 
ment everywhere exemplifies. 


As to the meaning of Hebrews 2:11 


this reviewer would urge the following, ‘ 


“And indeed He who sanctified and those 
who are sanctified are all of one [clas- 
sification], for which reason He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren.” The 
word “classification” would literally 
translate the neuter noun tagma, which 
is understood. The words, “of one 
nature,” would be smoother English, 


To say that “His deity proceeds by 
eternal generation from God the Father” 
in the sense of “source” is not the Athan- 
asian, or Scriptural doctrine, but the 
Origenistic or semi-Arian error, which 
was seen to be heretical by the Niczan 
Council. 


The Names of God in the Old Testa- 
ment. By Nathan J. Stone. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $1.50.) The various 
names of God are significant and im- 
portant. Girdlestone once said that God 
speaks of Himself as the God of Israel, 
but never as the Jehovah of Israel. A 
devout Hebrew “speaks of the living 
God, but never of the living Jehovah, 
for he cannot conceive of Jehovah as 
other than living.” Dr. C. I. Scofield 
recognized the greatness of this subject 
and introduced notes on the names of 
God in the Scofield Reference Bible. But 
here is a work that goes deeper into 
the theme. Here are some of the names 
of God that are examined: Elohim, Je- 
hovah, El Shaddai, Adonai, Jehovah- 
jireh, Jehovah-rophe, Jehovah-nissi, 
Jehovah-M’kaddesh, Jehovah-Shalom, 
Jehovah-tsidkenu, Jehovah-rohi, and 
Jehovah-shammah, 


All the names of God find their com- 
plement and fulfillment in the person 


and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. ' 


Many of the wonderful things that are 
said of Jehovah are also said of Christ. 
The Hebrew language has three num- 
bers, singular, dual, and piural. Any 
Hebrew word written in the plural num- 
ber signifies three or more. The very 


first name of God recorded in the Old 


Testament is Elohim, and it is written 
in the plural number! Mr. Stone shows 
how this must apply to the Trinity, and 
effectively answers the “plural of ma- 
jesty” theory. 

Mr. Stone, the author, is an able stu- 
dent of the Old Testament and its lan- 
guage; he is Professor of Hebrew at the 
Moody Bible Institute. This book is 
worthy of being thoroughly indexed for 
ready reference. 


The Christian View of Man. By J. 
Gresham Machen... (Wm. B, Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) 
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Many of the saints, especially in the 
eastern part of the country, will remem- 
ber these radio addresses of Dr. 
Machen’s, which brought such strength 
and encouragement to the hearts of 
Bible-believing Christians. The Lord’s 
people everywhere should be grateful 
to Eerdmans for making these addresses 
available again by this timely reprint. 

The preface to the original edition, 
written by Dr. Machen just before his 
death in 1937, states: 


“This book constitutes the second part 
of a series of radio addresses which the 
author has been delivering over Sta- 
tion WIP, under the auspices of West- 
minster Theological Seminary, Philadel- 
phia. The first part, which was pub- 
lished in February, 1936, under the title; 
‘The Christian Faith and the Modern 
World,’ dealt with the authority of the 
Bible and with the Biblical doctrine of 
God. The present volume deals with 
the Biblical doctrine of man, including 
the related subjects of the decrees of 
God and predestination. A considerable 
part of the discussion is concerned with 
what the Bible says about sin.” 


we . 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 


Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
June 14 to 20 


Mon.—Isaiah 11:1-9. 
“A Shoot Out of the Stock of Jesse.” 
Prayer Succestions: “A rod out of 
the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots.” It is one of the 
glories of God to predict coming events 
and to see that they are brought into 
effect. Fulfilled prophecy is one of the 
clearest proofs of the inspiration of the 
Scriptures. Only God, who inhabits 
eternity, can see the end from the be- 
ginning. “Extol the Stem of Jesse’s rod, 
and crown Him [Christ] Lord of all.” 
Pray for the India Mission, Room 311, 
Elyria Block, Elyria, Ohio. 


Tues.—Isaiah 40:1-11. : 
“Comfort Ye, Comfort Ye My People.” 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Comfort ye, com- 
fort ye my pedple, saith your God.” 
There is a time to mourn and a time to 
be comforted. We live in a time for. 
mourning. Few are mourning over 
their own sins, and those of families, 
the churches, and the nations. If there 
were more lamenting there would be 
more repenting. We see little sign of 
sorrow for sin. When souls become 
alarmed because of transgressions, and 
tremble before the Lord, then and only 
then, “Comfort ye” them with the com- 
forts of the Gospel. Pray for the West- 
ern Canada Bible Institute, 1720 Broad 
St., Regina, Sask., Can, 
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Wed.—Jeremiah 31:31-34. A New Covenant. 

PRAYER SvuccEsTIONs: “A new cove- 
nant.” The covenant of works has 
given way to that of grace. The Old 
Covenant made nothing perfect; but the 
bringing of the better hope did. The 
Old Covenant was weak because of the 
weakness of sinful flesh. The New Cove- 
nant of grace is as strong as the “surety” 
it presents. The Old Covenant con- 
demned the sinner. The New Covenant 
does not commend the sinner. His sin 
and guilt are great, and-his weakness 
real and appalling. But, while the sin- 
ner. has no hope in himself, or from the 
Law he has broken, Christ who kept the 
Law, magnified, and made it honorable, 
died under that Law and finished re- 
demption. He offers all who confess 
their sins and call upon His name the 
blessing of the New Covenant. Pray for 
the Victory Sky Pilots, Inc., Box 411 
Winona Lake, Ind. 
Thurs.—Zechariah 9:9, 10. 

“Thy King Cometh Unto Thee.” 

PRAYER Succestions: “Thy King cometh 
unto thee.” In no other way can the 
mind of man conceive God in Christ 
appearing in this world in flesh for man’s 
salvation. God who thus dwelt among 
us offered the body He prepared for 
Himself to be slain, buried, and raised, 
in infinite love, for our salvation from 
sifi and death and hell. Wonder of won- 
ders! “Amazing grace!” Pray for ‘the 
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‘Christ either as Saviour or judge. 
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Sudan United Mission, Dean Wace House, 
7 Wine Office Court, Fleet St., London, 
E.C. 4, Eng. 


Fri.—Zechariah 12:10-14, 
“Whom They Have Pierced.” 
PraYER SuccestTions: “They shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced.” 
Every eye shall see the pierced Saviour. 
Every man, in his own order, shall see 
“In 
my flesh I shall see God.” Those who 
have rejected, deeply wailing, shall see 
Him. Those who have had their sins 
washed away in His blood shall see 
Him with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. Pray for Stony Brook School, 
Stony Brook, L. I., N. Y. 


Sat.—Malachi 4, 
“The Sun of Righteousness.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Sun of right- 
eousness [shall] arise wéth healing in 
his wings.” The future destiny of them 
that fear the Lord will be glorious, but 
those who die in their sins will find 
eternity full of dread. Too little is pre- 
sented to Christian audiences about the 
eternal world. Faithful are Christ’s 
words in Matthew 25:46: “And these 
shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment: but the righteous into life eter- 
nal.” Pray for the London Bible Insti- 
tute, 517 Queen’s Ave., London, Ont., 
Can, 


Sun.—Luke 1:46-55. The Magnificat. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My soul doth 
magni*y the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour.” The Virgin 
Mary is honored above all women. God 
condescended to permit her to bear. His 
Son, her Saviour and ours. In that pre- 
cious body God tabernacled among us. 
He surrendered that body for crucifix- 
ion. The blood of that body offered in 
a sacrifice for our sins, once for all, ef- 
fected eternal atonement for sin. Mag- 
nify the Lord your Saviour. Pray for 
the Montrose School, Essex Fells, N, J. 
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also electrics. Discount, missionaries, 
churches, write: ORGAN SHOP, 3117 Harri- 
son, Canton, Ohio. 


SERMONS in CHEMISTRY 


Our Kit and water is all you need! 
Simple — Safe — Economical 
FREE folders. Write to 
A. L. BERG 
Portland 1, Oregon 


~ Old Fashioned Revival 
; Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consult ' 
radio leg of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Bex 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 


Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Young eames’ and Missionary Socie 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 

Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex. 
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ferent sets of scenery Backgrounds 


to choose from. Up-to-the-minute lesson books, 
West of all ninety-six sets of figures, enough to tell hundreds of stories. 


Right out 
of the 


BIBLE 


before the eyes of your listeners. 
Rivets the attention and interest. 


MAKE THE SUCCESS OF YOUR WORK EASY—CERTAIN 


Ten Dif- 
And 


Story-O-Graphs have been proved by leading ministers, teachers, evangelists and mis- 


sionaries. 
That 
free folder, to— 


STORY-0- GRAPHS, P.O. Box 145, Dept. T 





may know the value, flexibility, and economy in the use of the ‘‘Story-O-Graphs,” send today for 


Pasadena, Calif. 
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\ | A Window on 
the Nations 









The death of present cultures... The bitth- 
pangs of a new tomorrow . . . The struggle of rising 
imperialisms to dominate the mid-twentieth century.... 
The clash of values—Christian with non-Christian.... 

The hearts of men, even in bountiful America, failing them for fear. 


And a Light from. Heaven 


The Gospel of Jesus Christ— good news of God's redemption 
— man’s lasting hope for peace with God and man....Yet time 
is running out....It may be shorter than we think... . this 
Opportunity to reach our century strategically for the Savior. 
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